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THEY’RE BACK !!! 


C3IeIS PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH THE 
FINEST VHF & UHF YAGIS IN THE WORLD FROM 
K1FO (former Rutland Arrays) 


HIGH PERFORMANCE YAGIS AVAILABLE FOR: 


** 6 METERS ** 
** 2 METERS ** 

** 1.25 METERS ** 
** ‘70 CENTIMETERS ** 
** 33 CENTIMETERS ** 
** 23 CENTIMETERS ** 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
STACKING KITS, AZ/EL MOUNTS, POWER 
DIVIDERS, PARTS KITS 


Our Complete line of repeater performance 
enhancement modules are also available as well 
as complete, ready-to-operate repeater 
controllers to your specifications 


¢ LET US HELP YOU REACH TOP PERFORMANCE! CALL, WRITE OR VISIT 
OUR HOME PAGE TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. — 


http: //www.C3IUSA.com 
1-800-224-5137, Main ** 1-800-445-7747, Antennas 


C3I®, 406 N. PITT STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314-2316 


OWEN WORMSER - K6LEW; SAM RUFFIN - KM40I; TERRY PRICE - WD8ISK 
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Regional Hamfests and Other Events , 


June 7 Ole Virginia Hams ARC, Manassas, VA 703-369-2877 
June 20 Raritan Valley RC, Dunellen, NJ 908-469-9009 
June 20 East River ARC, Bluefield, WV 540-326-3338 
June 21 Frederick ARC, Frederick, MD 301-865-0865 
June 27-28 Field Day . 
July 5 Murgas ARC, Wilkes-Barre (Dallas), PA 717-288-3532 
July 12 SweatFest 98, Brunswick, MD 301-473-4151 
July 12 Mid-Atlantic ARC, Kimberton, PA 610-293-1919 
July 18 Cleveland Amateur Radio Club, Cleveland, TN 423-479-6260 
July 24-25 Milton ARC, Milton, FL 850-626-7686 
July 25 Western Carolina ARS, Waynesville, NC 704-258-2639 
July 26 BRATS Hamfest, Timonium, MD 410-467-4634 
August | High Point ARC, High Point, NC 910-887-3039 
August 8 Tri-State ARA, Huntington, WV 304-743-9812 
August 23 Yonkers ARC, Yonkers, NY 914-969-6548 
August 30 Westchester Emergency Communications Assn., Yonkers, NY 914-741-6606 — 


September 12. Saratoga County RACES Assn., Ballston Spa, NJ 

September 13. FARFEST, GAITHERSBURG, MD 

September 19 | Western New York Section Convention, Hamburg (Buffalo), NY 716-424-7184 
Sept. 19-20 Roanoke Division Convention, Virginia Beach, VA 757-484-2857 


October 10 Bahia Shrine AR Unit, Orlando (Maitland), FL 407-380-2902 P 
October 16-17 ARC-Bradford Area, Starke, FL 352-473-35110e 
October 25 Mason-Dixon Computer and Hamfest, Westminister, MD 717-359-7090 
Nov. 21-22 Southern Florida Section Convention, Tampa, FL 813-525-5178 | 


On The Cover 


Pictured on the cover of this months' issue of Auto-Call 
is John Creel WB3GXW, from Silver Spring, Maryland. 
John has been named the ARRL Atlantic Division Ham 
of the Year. See the full story on page 18. 
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By Jack Kelleher 
WAZC 
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bet iS Oe ! aan EE 
es PROPOSES RULES CHANGES 
Peg oy .» AFFECTING HAMS 

af lnx ARR Itr v17 #13. 3-27-98) 


a 42 oe sweeping Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM Docket WT 98-20), the FCC has suggested 
several:qules. changes that could affect Amateur 
Radio, including replacement of the venerable FCC 
Form 610. “‘To Facilitate the Development and 


a Use: of the Universal Licensing System in the 


Wireless Telecommunications Services,” seeks 
comments on proposals to replace Form 610 with 
FCC Form 605; to permit automatic reciprocal 
licensing of foreign hams wishing to operate in the 
US; to privatize the issuance of club station 
licenses; and to require applicants and licensees to 


supply a taxpayer identification number (TIN) and 


to file electronically. 


_ The FCC also plans to consolidate the 
application procedures for all Wireless 
Telecommunications Services into a single set of 


- tules. All of these proposals are part of the FCC’s 


efforts to implement the Wireless Telecomm- 
os Universal Licensing System 


owe 


Die: new Feri 605 would apply for Amateur 
- Radio and other services “not presently required 
10: submit extensive technical data to receive a 
-Ticense.” | ‘The Wireless Telecommunications 


sah Aay isak Ditecapinletns 
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Bureau is trying to drastically cut down the number 
of forms for the various services it administers, 
and to include all of its services under the ULS. 


The FCC last November began initial 
collection of licensee data to populate the ULS. 
Using the ULS, applicants and licensees will be 
able to file, modify, and renew electronically. 
Ultimately, the FCC intends to require all 
applicants, as appropriate, to file all applications 
and notifications electronically. 


The FCC says it’s tentatively concluded that 
there is “little or no need to continue issuing the 
reciprocal permit” (FCC Form 610-AL) for alien 
amateur licensees because the license from any 
foreign country with which the US has a reciprocal 
agreement would “stand as the proof that the 
foreign operator is qualified for the reciprocal 
operating authority.” Reciprocal operation under 
the new regime would be “by rule,” which means 
no special action is necessary on the applicant’s 
part, and the elimination of Form 610-A. 


For club station licenses, the FCC proposes to 
accept the services of VEC-like organizations as 
volunteer club station call sign administrators. 
Prospective organizations would have to complete 
a pilot autogrant batch filing project before being 
authorized as call sign administrators. 


Under the ULS, applicants or licensees would 
have to supply a TIN, usually a Social Security 
number, or “its functional equivalent.” The FCC 
says this is “consistent with the requirements of 
the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996.” 
To allay fears of misuse of TINs, the FCC says the 
ULS would be designed so that TINs will not be 
available to the public and “only a small number 
of Commission employees would have access to 
TIN information in conjunction with their work.” 
The FCC says a Privacy Act'submission would be 
published in the Federal Register “to obtain the 
requisite public and Congressional comment and 
Office of Management and Budget approval prior 
to implementation of the ULS.” 


— 


Continued on page 7 
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MEMBERCLUBS 


Adams County Amateur Radio Society 
Alexandria Radio Club a 

Amateur Radio Research and Develop. Corp. 
AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 
Anne Arundel Radio Club 

Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 

ARINC Amateur Radio Club 

Arlington Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 
Calvert Amateur Radio Association 

Capital City Amateur Radio Society 

Capital Hill Amateur Radio Society 

Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 

Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area 
Cheese Hollow Amateur Radio Society 
Columbia Amateur Radio Association 
Culpeper Amateur Radio Association 
D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council 
Department of State Amateur Radio Club 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group 
Explorer Post #80- Amateur Radio 

Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 

Federal City REACT Amateur Radio Club 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 

Frederick Amateur Repeater Group 

Goddard Amateur Radio Club 

Green Mountain Repeater Association 
Hanover Area Hamming Association 


Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club 


IBM Amateur Radio Club 
Johns Hopkins University APL ARC 
KB3BOI Repeater Group, Inc. 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club 

Laurel Amateur Radio Club 

Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 
Loudoun Amateur Radio Group 

MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 
MADRAS 

Maryland Emergency Phone Net 
Maryland FM Association 

Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 


feel] (LEE 


Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE Area 
Metropolitan Communications Network 
Metrovision Amateur TV Club 
Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. 
Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 
Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 
Moose Amateur Radio Club 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club — 
National Capitol ARES Council 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
NOAA Amateur Radio Club | 
North Point FM Association 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Northern Virginia Radio Club 
Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Opequon Radio Society 
Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 
Potomac Area VHF Society 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 
Baltimore Chapter #20 
Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 
Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 
Vic Clark Chapter #91 
Washington Chapter #23 
Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society . 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 


Y Washington, DG. 


A text version of the entire rulemaking proposal 
ere vent http://www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/Wireless/ 
Notices/1998/fcc98025.txt, (or see the link from 
the FCC home page). The ARRL plans to file 
comments on the proposal, released March 20. 
Comments are due to the FCC 30 days after 
_ publication in the Federal Register. Reference WT 
- Docket 98-20. The FCC will not accept e-mail 
- comments on Docket WT 98-20. 


PERSONNEL CHANGES AT FCC 
(From ARRL ltr v17 #13 3-27—98) 


D’wana R. Terry has been named Chief of the 
Public Safety and Private Wireless Division of the 
_ FCC’s Wireless Telecommunications Bureau 
(WTB), which oversees the Amateur Service. She 
has been acting chief since January. Terry earlier 


_ served as chief counsel to the WTB chief after 


_ Serving as a legal advisor. Prior to joining the FCC, 
Terry was an associate in 4 communications law 
practice specializing in mass media regulation. 


VIRGINIA ANTENNA VICTORY — MAYBE 
(from ARN 1075 3-20-98) 


Virginia may soon have the most Amateur 
Radio friendly antenna laws in the nation IF the 
Governor signs SB-480, which has passed both 
houses of the Legislature. 


SB-480 gives Virginia hams what amounts to 
an inalienable right to erect an antenna system. The 
measure directs that all areas of the state be covered 
_under PRB-1-like preemption language that directs 
all communities to make _ reasonable 
_ accommodation for ham radio towers and antennas. 

_Areas of Virginia with population densities greater 
than 120 persons per square mile based on the 1990 
_ Census cannot regulate antenna structures to less 
than 75 feet. Areas under 120 persons per square 
mile cannot regulate antenna structures to less than 
200 feet. And no area can regulate the number of 


vi support structures, meaning that hams can put up 


as spay 2 antennas as they want. 


lBhsere is only one restriction that is of any 


; ) consequence Itsays that reasonable and ‘customary 


Me 


engineering standards for antenna erection must 
be followed in all locations. But that in itself is 
also a positive step because it makes sound 
engineering a state mandate and takes away the 
benefit of localities having final say on enginesting 
and structure erection. 


In getting the measure passed, Virginia hams 
defeated two of the most highly influential anti- 
antenna and pro local government lobbies in the 
state. (ed: Not having seen the bill, I can’t say 
whether it specifically addresses community or 
development covenants). 


ARE COMMUNICATIONS PRIVACY RULES 
BEING MISCONSTRUED? 


The Communications Act of 1934 (The Act) 
included a section dealing with preserving privacy 
of communications. Section 705 of The Act 
prohibits disclosing and/or using the contents of 
any message to anyone but the intended recipient. 
It is unlawful under this section to use traffic 
monitored for personal or business benefit. 


Amateur and CB transmissions, marine and 
aircraft communications, broadcasts to.the public 
or calls from ships, aircraft, vehicles, or persons in 
distress are specifically exempted. Also exempted 
are Government, law enforcement, civil defense, 
business band, public safety (e.g., police and fire) 
IF these signals are “readily accessible .to the 
general public’. 


Communications capabilities not foreseen in 
1934 have led to changes in the Act. In particular, 
the Electronic Communications Privacy Act of 
1966 and the Digital Telephony Act of 1994 make 
it a criminal offense to intercept, disclose or use — 
private wire or radio based communications - 
including mobile, cellular, satelite, microwave, 
cordless phone calls or paging. 


One limitation stemming from ‘these | 
prohibitions which has a potential impact-on the | 
design and use of equipment intended primarily © 


Continued next page — 
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for amateur use is the ban against companies to 

sell or import scanners which cover or can be easily 
altered to receive cellular phone frequencies. In 
addition, scanners must not'be capable of 
converting digital cellular ie to ean 
voice audio. . 


Last summer Congressman Billy Tauzin (R- 
La), Chairman of the House Telecommunications 
Subcommittee, introduced a Bill (HR 2369) 
identified as the Wireless Privacy Enhancement Act 
of 1997: An article in the WSYI Report for 
February 1, 1998 said that HR-2369 would have 
prohibited the sale of any scanner that could receive 


ANY commercial mobile radio service:(CMRS)::. 


frequency including police, fire and emergency 


medical service channels, and made it illegal to 


monitor or divulge information | gathered over 
frequencies allocated to CMRS. The bill would 


have also affected amateur and short-wave general © 3 
coverage receivers: if enforced literally, scanner *’ ’ 


listeners would not have been able to monitor most 
of the frequencies below 30. MHz. s 


- <Tauzin later said that he had meant only to ban 
any scanner capable of eavesdropping on private 
mobile phone calls in the CMRS and not restrict 
citizens from listening to non-commercial amateur 
and public safety transmissions. The bilthas now 
been rewritten to protect wireless telephone calls 
and paging. Nevertheless, ithas sown a seed which 
may produce an unwanted crop. 


The latest report on this matter appeared‘in 
Amateur Radio Newsline #1075, March 20, 1998 
under the heading “Don’t Believe all that you read 
on the Internet”. The Report says: “An incorrect 
version of House of Representatives measure HR- 
2369 posted to the Internet is causing the wrong 
kind of knee-jerk reaction among radio hobbyists 
_Teading the story. 


‘| HR-2369 is the Wireless Privacy Enhancement 
Act of:1998: As previously reported on Newsline, 
this bill has already been amended by: the House 
-Telecommunications Subcommittee. It has also 


been approved by the full Commerce Committee ‘ 


and is the version that will go to the floor of the 
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i ‘Tot of confusion. ya 
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House. 
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Unfortunately, the version of the bill appearing | 


on at least one ham radio web site and quoted by 
hams to the Internet is a very old version. Th 

to the ARRL and other: hobby radio "yolps te 
revised version and its accompanying ; report go to 
great lengths to protect legitimate recreational radio 
users. including hams, ‘scanner enthusiasts and 
SWL’ s. And as we have already reported, the | new 
language does not include many of the original 
prohibitions. : as inet 


But, some hams have not taken the time to 


properly..research-the-latest-information-on -AR- 


2369 and have posted the inaccurate information 


‘to the} ‘various news groups as well as to the national 


packet radio system ‘and several special interest 
ham radio remailers. Needless to say this is causing 


ray 
wey ia 


It’s obvious that this problem is not about to 
go dway On its own. ‘Therefore, hams’ até advised 
to get their information on this and other iifiportant 
issues’ directly from ‘reliable ‘sources. There ‘are 


many including the ARRL Létter, the W5YI 


Report, This. Weeki in Aen Radio, ‘and; here’ on 
Newshne.” baad pen) 


ae | ay 4°. jnemhsqead 

Noe i the editor: This <t6iy illustrates the 

need for us Radio Amateurs to keep our eyes and 

ears attuned to thé fews, and immediately bring 
these kinds of things to the atterition’ of those Who 

can make proper representations’ to lawmakers atid 

saclay : a, GM AAO MER 

Spectrum? preteuton bill istrodedeseienn 

ip ioee pred 22, or a he 

vile the request df the ARR, a'bill Has beén 

introduced in Congress ‘to enstre: the availability 


Be tt 04 
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of spectrum to Amateur Radio operators. The'bill 


(HR 3572, the Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection 
Act of 1998), would protect existing Amateur 
Radio spéctruni: against reallocations.to of'shating © 
with other services unléss the FCC’ ‘provides 

"equivalent replacement spectrum” elsewhere. 
The bill was ioe March 27 by hee Mich 


‘ 


Bilirakis of Florida, a Republican, with the 
cosponsorship of ‘Rep Ron Klink of Pennsylvania, 
a Democrat. | 


“fe approved, the measure would amend Section 
303 of the Communications Act of 1997 to preclude 
reallocation of any primary Amateur Radio 
allocations or diminution of any secondary 
allocations, and would block any additional 
allocations within such bands that would 
substantially reduce their utility to Amateur Radio, 
unless the Commission at the same time provides 

“equivalent replacement spectrum” to the Amateur 
Service. 


The bill points out that a basic purpose of 
Amateur Radio is to provide ‘voluntary, 
noncommercial radio service, particularly 
emergency communications,’’ and that Amateur 
Radio has ‘’consistently and reliably” provided 
emergency communication during and after 
disasters. The measure notes that the FCC has 
*’taken actions which have resulted in the loss of 
at least 107 MHz of spectrum to radio amateurs.” 


HR 3572 has. been referred to the House 
Commerce Committee. An effort is under way to 
enlist additional cosponsors for the measure. 


~ MARS REPORT 


By Vinny Del Giudice WB2KQG/AFA2MI1 
ee USAF MARS public affairs officer 


ee communications - ECOM - is now 
at the forefront of the MARS mission. Air Force, 
Army and Navy-;Marine Corps MARS volunteers 
+ all ham radio operators — are trained in the use 
of Essential Elements of Information (EEI) reports 
to deliver time-critical information to the Army’s 
Department of Military Support and the Federal 
EMGIBERCY, Management fBEnCY. 

“When aera cad throu gh Piorida Sua 
this year, EE] reports originated by MARS affiliates 
and relayed over the MARS voice and di gital radio 
networks were instrumental in providing early 
damage assessment to FEMA and the military, and 
contributed to a,rapid federal response. 


What’s more, select MARS affiliates 
participate in. the National Communications 
System's Shared Resources High Frequency Radio 
Program, providing auxiliary communications for 
peonal Rea NTH and emergency apes na 


em “OE the. I 20. ‘adie. btuone in the SHARES 
network almost 400. are MARS affiliates, acroree 
: par Kee Ne ts B 
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Abe June 1998 | 
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to Defense Department Statistics. 


MARS volunteers also work closely with 
ARES and RACES, and in many cases are active 
participants. Wie i 


Of couse, MARS affiliates continue to handle 
morale traffic and phone patches for our coed 
forces, their friends and inom 


To learn more about MARS. visit one of the 
many Army, Navy-Marine Corps or Air Force 
websites on the Intemet. The Army’s national 
website, www.asc.army.mil/mars,. provides .an 
excellent gateway to all three MARS programs and 
many state websites. In Virginia, Air Force MARS 
sponsors an excellent website at www.gqsl.net/ 
vamars. oe Gn 


If you are an Army, Navy-Marine Corps or Air 
Force MARS official or affiliate and have an item 
for this column, please drop mea line-via E-mail 
vdelgiudice@bloomberg.net or ‘at. my home 
address: 31 N. Granada St., Gone le VA 22203. 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Repori 


By John Swafford, 
W4HU 


The purpose of the ARRL Report is to provide the. 


essential news of interest to active, organizationally 
_minded radio amateurs faster than it can be 
disseminated by our official Journal OST. We strive 
to be fast, accurate and readable in our reporting. 


Material from the ARRL Reportmay be reproduced 


in whole or in part, in any form including photo 
reproduction and electronic data banks, provided 
that credit is given to The ARRL Letter and The 
American Radio Relay League. 


\ 


GEORGIA HAMS RALLY TO HELP 
TORNADO VICTIMS 


Hams in the Gainesville, Georgia, area 
responded quickly March 20 after a tornado ripped 
a ten-mile swath through northeastern Georgia. 


The storm left a dozen dead and more than 100. 


injured. Members of LARC-the Lanierland 
Amateur Radio Club—and Hall County’s ARES 
organization promptly set up a net on LARC’s VHF 
repeater and set to work handling what Hall County 
Assistant EC and LARC President Terry Jones, 
K4FB, called “‘a massive amount of radio traffic.” 


An Amateur Radio communications trailer— 
owned and sponsored by the Chattahoochee Baptist 
Association of Gainesville—also was deployed and 
set up Operations next to the Hall County 
Emergency Management Agency command post. 


“The unit was set up.and operating on emergency 


power in a matter of minutes,” Jones said. Jones 
also is unit director of the Baptist group’s 
communications unit. 
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Jor ones Aid the tornado knocked « out power, : and 
cellular ‘telephone systems soon, became, 
overloaded and unusable. No telephone service. 
was available in the affected area,,so. the LARC 
UHF repeater’s autopatch was pressed. into, service. 
to make emergency phone calls until normal 
telephone service was restored. ARES. members, 
from Lumpkin, Gwinnett, White, Jackson, and. 
Clark counties also pitched i in to help, J ones. said. 
He estimated that apPRe Naty 100 hams, 
volunteered. | ae 

Ham radio eran) continue to provide 
logistical support for the American Red. Cross. te 
the affected area. The Red Cross dispatched : 
Communications Officer Chet Hallberg, KOTCB, 
to Georgia. Jones: said hams will remain on the 
scene to assist with what he termed a “massive 
volunteer effort’ this weekend to help with cleanup 
activities. POA ek hes a 

NORTH CAROLINA HAMS MAKE 
SKYWARN COUNT ae Mee 

Hams in North. Gapeliaes activaaale a. 
SKY WARN net March 20 to track severe storms. 
that crossed the state and provide.up-to- the- second. 
reports to the National Weather, Service. ARRL 
PIO Gary Pearce, KN4AQ, says that early « on the. 
evening of March 20, hams reported several funnel. 
clouds and tornado touchdowns across southern 
and eastern Wake County. Another tornado was 
spotted later near Raleigh- -Durham Airport, and ay 
funnel cloud was seen in Granville ona att: 


- In Georgia—where the same line of. storms 
caused several deaths. and severe damage i in the. 
Gainesville area—ARRL Section Manager Sandy . 
Donahue, W4RU, urged expansion of storm-. 
spotting networks. Donahue blamed NWS. budget 
cutbacks for the fact that residents were. -caught 7 
totally off guard by the storms. He says the 
NEXRAD and conventional radar at the NWS 
Headquarters i in Peachtree eile som 100 me | 


is too bi: above ground. 


He says the tragic experience points up the 
necessity for Georgia hams to expand the 
successful storm-spotter program, “so that more 
_ trained eyes can be out there, watching and 
- reporting when heavy weather hits.” Donahue says 
Amateur Radio’s storm-spotter relationship with 
the Weather Service has been “very close and 
productive,” and Georgia will expand its storm- 
spotter training in the near future. “I hope the rest 
of the country will also,” he added. “The 
experience of the residents of Hall, White, Dawson, 
Habersham and Rabun County Georgia should be 
lesson enough of the consequences of excessive 
budget cutting of vital services like the NWS. 


ANDY FELDMAN, WB2FXN, IS DAYTON’S 
HAM OF THE YEAR 


“Excited, still numb, shocked,” were the words 
Andres J. “Andy” Feldman WB2FXN, used to 
describe his reaction to being named the Dayton 
Hamvention’s 1998 Amateur of the Year. Feldman, 
of Coram, New York, is being recognized for his 
lifelong dedication to public service through his 
activities in ARES and RACES. Feldman has been 
active in public service since he was first licensed 
in 1962. He’s served as Suffolk County (NY) 
ARES District Emergency Coordinator and as 
Suffolk County’s American Red Cross chapter 
disaster communications chairman. 


Recently, he became Director of 
Communications for the New York Wing, Civil Alir 
Patrol. He’s also an active SKYWARN member. 
Feldman was in the forefront of ham radio support 
activity following the TWA Flight 800 disaster in 
July 1996, and during an outbreak of fires on Long 
Island in the summer of 1995. He works at 
Brookhaven National Lab as a technical contract 
specialist. In his spare time, Feldman says he 
enjoys OSCAR and packet. 


The Dayton Hamvention Technical Excellence 
Award winner is Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, the 
“father of APRS.” In making the announcement, 
__ the Hamvention called APRS “an internationally 
ae recognized achievement.” Bruninga, who lives in 
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Glen Burnie, Maryland, is being honored for 
creating and developing the Automatic Packet 
Reporting System, which became available in 
1993. “I should thank the other authors—the 
Sproul brothers, WU2Z and KB2ICI; Steve Dimse, 
K4HG; and Brent Hildebrand, KH27—for makin g 
it possible on all computers,” he said. Bruninga 
says he was surprised to learn he’d been named to 
receive the award, which he views as a tribute to 
the thousands of APRS users. “APRS wouldn’t 
be anything without them,” he said. Bruninga 
points out that “330 APRS digipeaters have sprung 
up all over the country.” 


This year’s Dayton Hamvention Special 
Achievement Award goes to ARRL Dakota 
Division Vice Director John B. “J ay” Bellows Jr, 
KOQB, who said the award was completely 
unexpected. Bellows, of St Paul, Minnesota, is 
being honored for his work promoting the limited 
federal preemption, PRB-1, which requires 
municipalities to reasonably accommodate 
Amateur Radio antenna requirements. In 
particular, Bellows gained exposure through his 
pro bono legal work in the Pentel v Mendota 
Heights, Minnesota, case (see QST Mar 1994, p 
91), which reaffirmed the original intent of PRB-1 
and imposed an affirmative obligation of the city 
to accommodate ham radio with the “minimum 
necessary regulation to accomplish its legitimate 
purposes.” 


All three awards are made annually by the 
Dayton Amateur Radio Association, which 
sponsors the Hamvention. They will be presented 
May 16 at the Dayton Hamvention banquet. 


ANDY THOMAS THRILLS FLORIDA KIDS 


Earlier disappointment turned into delight this 
week as youngsters at Westchester Elementary 
School in Coral Springs, Florida, finally got to 
speak with US astronaut Andy Thomas, KD5CHF, 
aboard Mir. The contact was the latest in a series 
of successful Mir-school QSOs that resumed in 
February after a lengthy hiatus. The first attempt, 


Continued next page 
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on March 12, to link Westchester Elementary with 
Mir via ham radio failed when the WSRRR ground 
station at Johnson Space Center was unable to 
make contact with Thomas, apparently a result of 
a radio problem 


There were no problems early on March 23, 
however, as W5RRR op Matt Bordelon quickly 
made contact with Thomas as Mir came into range 
and patched in the school via a telebridge link. Kai 
Siwiak, KE4PT, whose wife teaches at Westchester 
Elementary, says audio was loud and clear and 11 
questions were asked and answered during the 
contact 


On hand for the occasion were other students, 
parents, news media, members of the Motorola 
Amateur Radio Club, and a Coral Springs City 
-~ Commissioner, The contact was transmitted live 
over the Motorola ARC’s 146.79 MHz repeater. 


FINAL PHASE 3D INTEGRATION UNDER 
WAY 


Final integration work continues at AMSAT’s 
Phase 3D Integration Lab in Orlando, Florida, as 
AMSAT remains optimistic for a. launch 
Opportunity sometime this year. Serious 
negotiations with the European Space Agency for 
a ride to place the next-Amateur Radio satellite 
into orbit continue. 


AMSAT teams from several countries recently 
converged on the Phase 3D integration Lab earlier 
this month to install remaining electronic and 
communications modules into Phase 3D and get it 
flight ready. 


In a joint statement March 18, AMSAT-DL 
President and Phase 3D Project Leader Karl 
Meinzer, DJ4Z.C, and AMSAT-NA President Bill 
Tyan, W3XO, outlined recent progress made on 
the satellite. “After successfully recovering from 
the setbacks caused by the major structural reworks 
of last summer and fall, the spacecraft is now once 
again rapidly nearing flight readiness,” Meinzer 
said. He expressed his gratitude to AMSAT-NA 
Vice President of Engineering Stan Wood, 
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WA4NFY, Integration Laboratory Manager Lou ~ 
McFadin, WSDID, and to other members of the 

Orlands Lab team, including Dick Jansson, 
WD4FAB, Rick Leon, KAIRHL, and Bob Davis, 
KF4KSS, for their hard work in preparing the — 
satellite for the final integration phase. 


SOLAR UPDATE 


Solar savant Tad Cook, K7VVV, Seattle, 
Washington, reports: Solar activity remained high 
last week. Average solar flux for the previous 90 
days rose two points from 97 to 99. Solar flux 
was well above these values on each day, indicating 
a good trend upward. 


Looking at a graph of both solar flux and 
sunspot numbers over the past two months, a 
general upward trend becomes apparent. HF radio — 
users can hope that the March 15 solar flux of 133 
establishes a new level of activity for the current 
cycle that will be sustained. A glance at the chart 
at http://www.dxlc.com/solar es a graphic 
illustration of this. | 


IN BRIEF: 


* February QST Cover Plaque Award: Charles 
Kitchin, NITEV, has been voted winner of the 
February QST Cover Plaque Award for his article 
“A Simple Transmitter for 80 and 40 Meters.” 
Congratulations, Charles! : 


* Ham gets Carnegie Medal: Elton Twork, 
KC8BZD, of Wyoming, Michigan, has been 
honored by the Carnegie Hero Fund Commission. 
Nearly 18 months ago, Twork pulled two men from 
a car just moments before it was demolished by an — 
oncoming train. He was on duty when he witnessed 


the car—piloted by an intoxicated driver—as it 


crashed a barrier and landed on the tracks with a 
train bearing down on it. John Wittman, WK8X, 
of Grand Rapids, says the local sheriff hauled what 
was left of the smashed car to Twork’s award 


ceremony. Twork received a medal and a $3000 — 4 : 


check, which he plans to put toward his pursuit of ‘ 
an MA in public administration. 0 Saye to : oh 
Wittmann, WK8K. 
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DX DX DX 


By John Kanode, 
N42MM 


THREE NEW ONES IN ONE MONTH!! 


It has been a very long time since three potential 
all time new DXCC Entities were active in one 
month. It has been many years or maybe I should 
say decades since I worked three new countries or 
entities in a month period. As this is being written, 
the FOOFR operation from the Marquesas Islands 
is ending. 


The month of April stated out with the two 
operations from the Temotu Islands, H40AA and 
H40AB. They closed down on April 13, 1998 and 
the H40AA group, the largest of the two, made 
65,000 QSOs. On April 10, 1998, FOOMIZ, (Kan, 
JAIBK) started operation from the Marquesas 
Islands. After several days he left the Marquesas 
and went to the Australs Islands, where he met up 
with Bob, W6RJ and Bob, Jr. W6KR. A few days 
later, two calls were being used from the Australs, 
_ FOOMIZ and FO@FI. After a week of operation 
_ from the Australs, Kan returned to Tahiti and then 
on to Japan and W6RJ and W6KR went on to the 
Marquesas Islands where they are using the call of 
FO@EFR for about one week. 


All three groups have been active on all bands 
from 160 thru 10 meters. It is not known at this 
time if any six meter activity took place. All three 
groups were workable on all bands from the East 
' Coast. 160 meters was very difficult due to high 
noise from the storms that were in the area at the 
time. 


It has been rumored that a group of Finnish 
amateurs are going to the Marquesas and Australs 


in; a month or so. If you missed this first group, 


you might get another chance soon. All of these 
islands are large and easy to get to. 1am sure more 
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operations will be taking place from these places 
in the future. In fact, there are resident amateurs 
on the Marquesas Islands using FOS callsigns. QSL 
info for these operations are as follows. H4@AA 
via OH2BN, H4@AB via VKONS, FO@MIZ via 
VE3HO and FO@FR - FO@FI via K65LO (ex 
WA65L0). 


The DXCC desk has received official petitions 
and applications for all three of these possible new 
entities and the DXAC is reviewing them now. If 
the info in the applications is correct, it appears 


that all three will be added to the DXCC List soon. 


TWO BIG DX GATHERINGS 
COMING UP IN MAY 


In a few days, I will be off the International 
DXCC Convention in Visalia, California and later 
on in the month, off to Dayton. I have been told 
that over 600 DXers attend Visalia. I have never 
been to the DX convention in Visalia, so it should 
be interesting. I am sure presentations on the recent 
new entities operations will be made. It is three 
days of DX and Contesting fun. The DX activities 
at Dayton are the DX dinner which has about 500 
attendees and the DX Forum on Saturday brings 
in about 1300 or so. This year the DX and Contest 
Forums will be at a local high school instead of 
the HARA Arena. This may reduce attendance 
somewhat due to the hassle of riding shuttle busses. 
Whatever happens, I should have lots of good DX 
info for the July column. 


DXCC 2000 IMPLEMENTATION 


Some have asked the question “When will the 
rest of the DXCC 2000 Program be started”. The 
ARAL DXCC Staff has put together a timeline for 
this and this timeline will be discussed and 
approved at the Membership Services Committee 
just prior to the AARL Board Meeting in July and 
presented to the full board in the MSC report. It 
will take several years to get it all on line. If it 
were to be done all at once, it would result in a 
very big backlog at the DXCC desk that could take 
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a year or more to recover from. This must be 
avoided, so the implementation will have to be 
done in steps over the next few years. A new 
electronic submission and field checking system 
will have to be implemented first before the other 
awards can be started. 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 


QRP Tactical Contest June 6, 1998 


All Asia DX CW Contest ~© June 20-21, 1998 
RAC Canada Day Contest July 1, 1998 
TIDBITS 


The Kermadec DX Association announced that 
a DXpedition to Campbell Island is planned for 
January of 1999. They will be staying on the island 
for three weeks. The call will be ZL9CI. More on 
this proposed operation as availabie. 


Dan, K8RF has announced a DXpedition to 
Navassa Island. They plan to use the call, NIV. The 
dates of this DXpedition will be announced at 
Dayton in May. They plan to have about eight 
operators and it will be an all mode operation with 
four stations for ten days. More details will be 
announced at Dayton. 


There seems to be some questions being raised 
in regards to the proper licensing of FISX/FRSHR. 
More on this when it is sorted out by the proper 
officials. 


tee ee 
| LOAM to SPM Mon-Fri _ 
10AM to 3PM Saturday — 


Laurel, Md. 20724 
(301) Tas-1212 


| Kenwood, Icom, Alinco, Standard 


Home o of WeatherNode™ 
Wireless weather information to your computer. 
Visit us on the Internet at htip:/Soww. weathernvde com 
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The International Marconi Day was a big 
success. If you worked 15 or more of the special 
event Marconi stations on April 25, 1998, there is 
a nice award available from the Cornish Radio 
Amateur Club, Sue Thomas, GOPGX, IMD Awards 
Manager, PO Box 100, Truro, Cornwall, TRI 1RX, 
UK. The fee for the award is $10.00 or 12 IRCs. 
Most of the special event stations had IMD in the 
call or were /IMD. 


QSO totals for the recent FOOMIZ, Marquesas 
and Australs DXpedition. FOOMIZ/Marquesas 
April 1$-12, 1998 2801 QSOs FOOMIZ/Austral 
April 14-17, 1998 3523 QSOs 


The ARRL has made a grant of $5000 to help 


fund the upcoming DXpedition to St. Brandon _ 


(Cargados Islands). This grant came from the 
Colvin Award fund, which is managed by the 
ARRL. This operation will take place in May 1998. 


Governor Jim Gilmore has signed the 5-480 
legislation (Amateur Radio Towers) and it becomes 
effective on July 1, 1998. Many thanks to all the 
amateurs in Virginia who helped push this 
legislation through the General Assembly and on 
to the governor’s desk. If you want a copy, it is at 
https//leglistatetvasus/ce1-piny 
legp504?7981+ful+SB480ER. 


There was a typo in the May DX Column, the 
total countries, if these three possible new ones 


are added to the list, should be 331, not 332. 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B- 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 


ANAHEIM, CA ® ATLANTA, GA * DENVER, CO * NEW CASTLE, DE 
OAKLAND, CA * PHOENK, AZ ® PORTLAND, OR * SALEM, NH 
SAN DIEGO CA * SUNNYVALE, CA * VAN NUYS, CA * WOODBRIDGE, VA 
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Group - 
(W4DLS) 


Announces a New Website 


WwwWwW.darg.org 


DARG Webmasters are: 
Jim KB3BSA (11 years old) & 
Bob AB3H (Jim’s ad - abit older than 11) 


On the new DARG website, get the latest update on all DARG activities: 
Weekly Net, Field Day, Exam Sessions, Packet News (N4WJN BBS 
145.03 Mhz), Loudoun Hospital Support Projects, Dulles Repeater news 
ERE 145.31 Mhz), Holiday Party, dinners and picnics, Technical 
Seminars and other DARG events. 


Please read the DARG column in Autocall each month and join the 
DARG net Tuesdays at 8PM on the Dulles Repeater. 


f a _ The Dulles Amateur Radio Group is a family oriented amateur radio 


organization in the Dulles International Airport metro area. 


ANNE ARUNDEL RADIO CLUB 
TWO METER CHILDRENS NET 


The Anne Arundel Radio Club (AARC) is sponsoring a Children’s Net on the 
Ist, 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 7 PM local time on the 147.105+ 


Davidsonville, Maryland repeater. 


The purpose of the net is to give youth an opportunity to experience and learn 

about amateur radio through participation and develop new interests within our 

communities. Each net will have a theme question to start the net discussion 
and get things going. 


Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles, Moms and Dads, this is a time to give your 
children and neighborhood friends’ children some air time and meet other kids 
on the air. All licensed hams who can reach the AARC repeater are encouraged 

to check in with or without a child and participate in the discussion. 


On April 4th, 1998 we had our first net and it was a great time. Children of all 
ages joined in. It was a great time! 
Please 


We also need licensed AARC operators for net control person 
contact Doug Ellmore/N3XQP via the Internet at n3xqp @amsat.org or via the 


AARC 147.105+ repeater during the daily commute for more information 


TNX, 73 Doug/N3XQP 


SUN > 
y 


na 


...submissions are die the Ist sap of the month prior to the month of publication 
Spit all Club Columns, Shack Sales, and commercial advertising copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call Magazine 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
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9th Annual 


Mason-Dixon 
Computer & Hamfest 
Sunday - October 25, 1998 


Carroll County Ag Center 
Westminster, MD 


te ig Mig Ba pees ig gt 


ERPUnNaracencorgennatveausnevepacvceasaqeaeooeoeanantasanenonantaeoni CH VAMADATAN STA RATATAD TAA LALA TTRA TARANTULA TT TR 
F " WE Exams - Preregistration Requested e 
Be General/Tailgaters/Vendors ; ff | s 
Ee Y Donation $5.00 (children under 18 free) H Rain tte Mail to: Bill Wolfgang, NZ3J ; 
Be parent Space - $5 per 12’ space ‘ as i 9 Kensingtoh Drive 
1®@ 3 4 ui 7 i B 4 
Se MGAM Conca Admission COE Hp aa: aaa mp aac ‘ 
ar, | 4 Shine: ge or call: : 
: Inside 8’ Tables ; fe Bill Wolfgang, NZ3J - (717) 359-7090 = '3 
ne $15 if prepaid by 10/1/98 ; S Pat Stump, WW3U - (717) 632-4237 

r° $20 on day of Hamfest « iz On-Site Registration 

a pe ten aN \ r} ie Begins promptly at 9:00 AM 

: aw requires Vendors to collect Sales Tax i PR peels ne No adinittance after 10:00 AM 1 
a Advance Table Registration iz : Testing conducted at the . 
oh nee : Bescryed Tables MUST be PREPAID) 4 of : Carroll Cost IE Center P 
4 ; Fy ° ° 45 Washington Rd. 3 
' Mason-Dixon Computer & Hamfest i Tailgating is wesaniiewe bb 3 
; P.O. Box 763 i Spaces a (across from Kate Wagner Road) p 
o Hanover, PA 17331 if Available! a Required for VE Exam bh 
5° Or contact: m : ne Original FCC license plus one copy e 
a George Johns, N3JKY r ie Two forms of ID (one w/ photo) 5 
a Phone: (717) 633-6641 G Ke Any CSCE’s 5 
rt EMail: gjohns@sun-link.com : Se Exam fee, $6.35 cash only H 
rin uuiiiecuM UL UTUTUUA NTN! Ly NAINA 


Talk-in: CCARC Repeater 145.410 MHz. 


FREE Commercial Radio Checks 


We have great food, prepared once again by the MIDWAY FIRE COMPANY 


Check out Attp://www.qis.net/~k3pzn for late breaking information 


COME HUNGRY! 


Sponsored by The Carroll County and Penn-Mar Amateur Radio Clubs 


The Atlantic Division ARRL is pleased to 
announce the winners of the 1998 Atlantic Division 
awards. 


The “Amateur of the Year” is John Creel 
WB3GXW, from Silver Spring, Maryland. 
Licensed since 1967, John is an ARRL Life 
Member and an Official Bulletin Station. He owns 
and operates repeaters on 2 meters and 440 MHz. 
He is active in RACES and in demonstrating 
Amateur Radio to youth at summer camp. The 
Foundation for Amateur Radio named John their 
“Ham of the Month” in April, 1998. 


John is also involved in leadership of the Laurel 
Amateur Radio Club’s Laurel VEC and participates 
in the annual National Conference of VEC’s in 
Gettysburg. He is an active Volunteer Examiner 
for Laurel VEC at monthly test sessions and 
sessions held at Amateur Radio events in the 
Washington / Baltimore area. 


John belongs to a family of radio Amateurs. 


His mother, wife, and two daughters are also 
licensed hams. As the Foundation for Amateur 
Radio said in their “Ham of the Month” 
commendation, John has made significant 
contributions to the Amateur Radio Service and is 
an outstanding model of a public and community 
service volunteer.” 


The “Grand Ole Ham” lifetime service award 
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1998 ARRL ATLANTIC. 
DIVISION AWARD — 
~ WINNERS 


for 1998 goes to Rolland Madara W3PWG, from 
Lansdowne, PA. He was nominated by the Phil- 
Mont Mobile Radio Club of Philadelphia, PA. 
Known as “Rollie” to his many friends in the 


Amateur family, he has been licensed for 47 years - 


and has also been a member of Navy MARS for 
36 years and Army MARS for 41 years. For more 
than 25 years, he was an operator at the Franklin 
Institute Science Museum’s Amateur Radio exhibit 
W3TKQ (now W3M). Although he has turned over 
trusteeship of the station callsign to a younger ham, 
Rollie still volunteers one day each week at the 
Museum. | 


Now in his late 80’s, Rollie served 24 years in 


the U.S. Navy, followed by employment with RCA — 
and GE until his retirement in 1972. Since then he 
has been an active ambassador for Amateur Radio. 


through W3TKQ / W3M to the thousands of 
museum visitors of all ages. Another interest in 
his life is genealogy, and he has traced his lineage 
through many generations. The Amateur Radio 
community is indeed fortunate to have a gentleman 
like Rolland Madara W3PWG on our family tree! 


The 1998 awards will be officially conferred 


at. the Atlantic Division Convention, held in 
conjunction with the Rochester, NY, Hamfest on 
May 29 - 31, 1998. 


Kay Craigie, WT3P 


JUNE NAMED AMATEUR RADIO MONTH IN 
“pa a OS _ FREDERICK COUNTY 


gas? 4 
oy Tix 


In Maith the Mid- atlantic DX and Peau 
Association proposed to the Frederick County 


Commissioners that June 1998 be proclaimed as 


Amateur Radio Month in Frederick County, 
Maryland . 


The Commissioners have approved this action. 
The proclamation is to be published in the 
__ Winchester, Chamber at 0800 on Tuesday, 19 May. 
~All interested parties are welcome to attend the 
ceremony. 


BELO get to the ceremony, go to Winchester Hall, 
Hie) East Church St., Frederick, Maryland. Please 
plan to arrive 10- [5 minutes before 0800 so you 


can find the Winchester Chamber, Ms Rebecca 
Crebbs, Acting Public Information Officer, advises 
that the best way to get there is to take the 
Winchester Hall elevator to the second floor, turn 
left when exiting the elevator and go through the 
door in front of you at that point. After passing 
through the door, turn right and that should bring 
you into the Winchester Chamber. 


_. df you_plan to,attend, please let me know. so I 
can give Ms Crebbs an estimate of the number of 
Hams likely to show up. TNX. 


73, Roy BATES, N2CSQ/3 
301/834-9351 or 7127 


‘Cherry Blossom Parade - DC - N3RPQ 

Multiple Sclerosis Walkathon - Reston - KC4RON 
Bull Run Run - KC4RON | 

George Washington Parkway 15K - K3IZ 

EMS Mass Casualty Drill - N4¢ZGI 

March of Dimes Walkathon - Leesburg - KD4DGQ 


S_ May 15/16/17 
am May 17 | 
Su May 29-31 
bee Jun Dae 
St Jun 27/28 
: ear 4 

"Sep 19/20 
Oct 3/4 
Oct 25 
Deg sky.) 


Dayton Hamvention 
Crystal City 10K - Arlington - KD4FRK 
Atlantic Division Convention - Rochester, NY 
ARES Institute - N4ZGI 

-ARRL Field Day 
4th Of July - Lee District Park - K3IZ 
Roanoke Division Convention - Virginia Beach 
ARRL Simulated Emergency Test 
Marine Corps Marathon - N4ZGI 
Alexandria First Night | 


Le) @ pes 


Amateur 
Radio | 
Training. 


John Forrest WZ4A a ae 
6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 29310 - 
(703)97 1- -3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and tub training contacts to WZ4A at the 
above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month Rp to the Auto Gar seca date: | 
(e.g., 25: December for the February issue). : . a 


Club Training Contacts 


Alexandria RC: -. Rich Adamy KA4GFY (703) 644-3920 * 

Anne Arundel RC Tony Young WA3YLO (301) 262-1917. > 

Arlington ARC Mike Callaham NW3V (703) 241-5618 

Antietam Radio Assn. Robert Long KD3JK (301) 824-5132 ©. 

BRATS (Baltimore) Joe Chidester W3SHZ (410) 602-0353 

Baltimore ARC HAM-TALK, BARC Voice Mail (410) HAM-TALK x3835 

Central MD"ARC > > JimTilton KD3JA > (301) 552-0012 : 

Dulles ARG — Michael Weber WB8RDN (703) 450-2304 

Fauquier ARC Neil Spokes AB4YK (540) 364-3861 

Frederick ARC Hal Silverman W3HWC (301) 831-7946 — 

Historical Electronics ARC Rol Anders K3RA - (410) 969-0410 

Laurel ARC Pud Reaver W3YD (301) 498-6293 

Mid-Atlantic DX Assn. . | Michael Vaia, WB8VBW (301) 738-3861. 

Madras Larry Ziecheck, N3GKZ (301) 984-6119 ge oy 

MD Mobileers ARC Bruce Colburn AA3KR ~ (410) 437- oe) ae OVA le 

“Montgomery ARC” ——«éRRlocky Jones KC4UXO ~ (301) 216-5210 ... 

Mt. Vernon ARC John Forrest WZ4A. (703) 971-3905 

NASA/Goddard ARC _ Vikki Gigante KA3PVS | (301) 249- 2609 

Ole VA Hams ARC Charles Dale WA4YGI (703) 361 -3091 . — 

Pentagon ARC | David Boyd K9MX (540) 659- 6241 

St. Marys Co. ARC Peter Butt WA3UMY (301) 862- 2214 . uo) ae 

Shenandoah Val ARC Fred Wetzel W4KRT (540) 678-0394 °°) 

Southern MD ARC Vic Curtis WA3YUV (301) 888-1388 | 

Southern Pax ARC” Dwayne Kincaid WD80 YG (410) 586-2177 o 

Stafford Adult Ed Jerry Mullinix AC4HK (540) 659-3905 3/5 oo 
-— Sterling Park ARC. Forrest Snyder N4UTY (703) 430-4149 -- Semen A | 

Tri-County ARC John Creel WB3GXW (301) 572-5124 | 

Vienna Wireless _.. Kerry. Kingham, WA4BQM (703) 691- 2119» 

Woodbridge Wireless = Jim Duffey WD4AIR. (703) 491- 3 170 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 
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: Volunteer c JOHN FORREST WZAA 
| 1 ees 4 | 
: Examiner eR a 
| V0 ONE - Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


Ate 


* Bffective July L, 1998, tHe General Classi written exam Siauicn fal lement 3b) will change. All 
‘books and study materials not based on this new pool will-be obsolete after that date. Be sure to use 
| ied materials appropriate for the current Soeanat pop hs: 

i Volunteer Examiners may refuse to test any aopuesEt ‘ia fail to demonstrate to the VE’s satisfaction 

‘that the memories in the applicant’s calculator are empty: If you bring a calculator to an exam, please 
be prepared to demonstrate that your memoties are ldap 


: -* Effective January id, 1998, the maximum FCC mathloized ¢ exam fee is $6.39. 


{ 


a 


oe ested Examinations 


Barkly VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration chines 
‘Elements 2, 3a, and 3b only. 
i Contact Frank: sh oi K4EC -(703)455-1510- John: Forrest WZ4A 
(108 Slats aac 3905 ; 


Landover, MD’- DCMARC (WS5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


eae 


_. Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner. ‘issues (410)647-4178 


Don t "forget 6 bring your license Wien upgradingl! 


June 998 ' somes @ atte ae Page 2 
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_ Don't forget to bring your license when upgradin gil 4 
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Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In ~ 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC Ce eee ; 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-I t Hed 


Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW_ (301)724-0674 


Manassas, VA - Ole Virginia Hams ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Harry Vorhauer W4PVA (703)368-6050 


Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In 4 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre- Registration Requetes : 


Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Frank Stone AC3P (410)Ham-Talk mailbox TEST (8378) 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk- In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637- 0506 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk- In ae 


Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262- 5083 P 


mmr 
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Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 KUAN @visuallink.com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Preferred - Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Ed Davis KE2FN (410)239-8488 


Fredericksburg, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-7076 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Suggested - Limited Walk-Ins 
Contact: Bob Long KD3JK (301)824-5132, rjlong@erols.com 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Berryville, VA - Shenandoah Valley ARC (Hamfest) 
(Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In Contact: Fred Wetzel W4KRT 
(540)678-0394 Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In, Contact: Leo Patterson 
KQ8E (304)289-3576, Gay Rembold W3DFW_ (301)724-0674 


: ‘ : Sterne, VA - Dulles Amateur Radio Group (ARRL VEC) Contact: Mike 
oe Weber WB8RDN (703)450-2304 


i 
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Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869- tT] 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 KUAN@ @visuallink, com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited | 
Walk-In, Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Frank Stone AC3P (410)Ham-Talk mailbox TEST 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


TRAINING CLASSES 


NOVICE/TECHNICIAN CLASS: Sponsored by the Baltimore County Board of Education, 
Office of Adult Education and the Baltimore Amateur Radio Club (BARC). Monday evenings, 
September 14 to November 2, 1998 (8 weeks). Time is 7 to 9 PM. Fee is estimated to be $30. 
Call (410)887-4064 to register or for information on the Adult Education programs. For additional 
information about this class or BARC, call (410)HAM-TALK, mailbox 3835. 


D* 


ELMER COURSE: The Mt.Vernon Amateur Radio Club will present an Elmer Course to 
help new hams become more proficient in the hobby by transitioning from license exam study 
to station building and actual amateur operation. If you have questions, problems, OF, are feeling 
left out of the amateur radio community, perhaps we can help. The course will meet from 
10:30AM to 2:00PM on the fourth Saturday of each month from January thru December at the 
Mt. Vernon Government Center on Parkers Lane in the Mt. Vernon area of Alexandria, VA. For 
information contact: Frank Lempicki, AA4ZS at (703)971-9304 or Chuck Haser, W3HSW at 
(703)660-6623. 


Don't forget fo bring your license when upgrading}! 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.35 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* Mountain VEC exams are free 

* WSYI VEC exams cost $6.35 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification | 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* If you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 


. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 
Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

. VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 
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Alexandria 
Radio 


— Club 


Meetings: Second Friday of each month, 7:30 
PM at the Alexandria Fire Department 
Administrative Office (co-located with Fire 


Station #54), 900 Second St., Alexandria, VA 
Nets: Every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. on 147.315 
output / 147.915 input. (W4HFH repeater) 
Web page: http://members.aol.com/N4CWP/ 
W4HFH.HTML (or search on Yahoo: W4HFH 
or Alexandria Radio Club). 

Information: Rich -KA4GFY, 703-644-3920. 


It’s hard to believe the year is nearly half over. 
Field Day is fast approaching. We do not have 
the final decisions made on this year’s event, but 
the June meeting will be devoted to last - minute 
preparations. 


Last year, we operated three transmitters nearly 
the entire 24 hour period on battery power. It was 
an environment - friendly Field Day. There was 
no noise or pollutants from a generator. No need 
to shut down and refuel in the middle of the night 
either. 


We are continuing to work at bringing 
interesting programs to the meetings. If you have 
not been to one of our meetings: recently, you 
should mark your calendar for the second Friday 
of each month. We are doing the monthly Technical 
brief on various subjects from ham radio with our 
own in - house experts. If you aspire to a higher - 
class license, then this is your chance to learn the 
theory painlessly, and learn about another facet of 
ham radio. 


The club sponsors a monthly transmitter hunt, 
on the Saturday after a meeting. Activity starts at 
12 noon on the club repeater, and the actual hunt 
starts at 1 PM. A prize is awarded to the first ham 
who finds the hidden transmitter, and they get to 
be the hidden transmitter next month. The only 
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rule is the transmitter has to hidden somewhere in 
the city limits of Alexandria. There are some very 
creative places to hide a transmitter in Alexandria. 


73, Rich KA4GFY 


Anne 
Arundel 


AARC Radio Club 


Meetings: 8 PM lst and 3rd Thursdays, 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off MD 
Rt. 214 near Annapolis. 

On the air: 2030 Thursdays when there is no 
club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 


2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 


from April 1 to November 15. MSN 
(Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 1930 
on 3.7170 MHz. 

Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 
21035. i 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- 
923-0229. 


The Novice Class ended on April 25th. It was 
a great group. Between 35 and 40 persons were 
present each of the ten sessions with 14 having 
perfect attendance. To date there are sixteen new 
licensees with a possibility of several more. Some 
were unable to attend the last session.and plan to 
test on the club’s next regular testing date, as do a 
few who completed only half their tests on the 25th. 


Club members have been extremely busy this 
spring with public service events. On March 8th 
Twenty-two hardy souls (from both AARC and 
MMARC) braved the cool weather, wind and rain 
to provide communications for the Annapolis 
Striders’ B&A Trail Marathon. On March 29th 
several club members worked at the 24th annual 
Marlborough Hunt Club Races at Roedown Farm 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN REPEATER ASSN. 


MEMBER PICNIC 
SATURDAY, JUNE 13th 


ALLEN POND PARK, BOWIE, MD 
“West Pavilion” -10am-4pm 


FREE HAMBURGERS AND HOT-DOGS! 

BOAT RENTAL, SHUFFLEBOARD 

OPEN AREAS FOR FREE PLAY SUCH AS FRISBEE 
HORSESHOES, VOLLEYBALL/BASKETBALL CTs. 
FISHING FROM SHORE ONLY. (OVER 16 REQUIRES LICENSE.) 
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE FITNESS CLUSTER 
NATURE TRAIL AND PLAYGROUNDS. 


RESTROOMS, FIRST AID STATION, PARK RANGERS 
(EQUIPMENT RENTALS FOR HORSESHOES, VOLLEYBALL AND SHUFFLEBOARD) 


EV? 


RN 
frit \ TALK IN ON 146.880 AND 146.550 (SIMPLEX.) NOT TO WORRY! 


DIRECTIONS: Allen Pond Park is located off of Route 197 south of Route 50 in 
Bowie, MD. (Take Route 50 to Route 197 towards Route 3. Before you come to 
Route 3 turn onto either Northview Dr or Mitchellville Rd to the Park. Enter the 
Park and proceed to the WEST PAVILION. 


+ + + % * F % 


NOTE: It is important that we know how many will attend. Please call one of the following 
members, giving your name, callsign and the number of people attending, NLT June 5, please.: Don 
Tinari, W3RYQ, 301-262-7062, Murray Green, K3BEQ, 301-773-5730. DISREGARD IF YOU HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED THIS INFORMATION. THANK YOU.. 


Announcing the 


or ene 


FATHER’S DAY HAMFEST 


brought to you by the © 
FREDERICK AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Sunday, June 21, 1998 
8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 


Frederick County Fairgrounds 
Frederick, Maryland 


¢ RADIOS © ELECTRONICS + COMPUTERS - 
¢ GIANT OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET ¢ RAIN OR SHINE ° 
¢ INDOOR COMMERCIAL AREA - 


U GOOD FOOD & REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE > 


(No outside food or drink vending, please.) 


Vv Easy Access & Parking V Clean Restroom Facilities ~ On-Site Security V 


Talk-In: Call K3ERM on: 


Primary: 146.640(-) Secondary: 147.060(+) Simplex: 1: 


¢ General Admission.............. $5.00 per person donation 

¢ Tailgating Spaces................ $5.00 ea. + 1 general admission 

¢ 6’ Vendor Tables (indoors).... $10.00 ea. prepaid by June 1™ 
$15.00 ea. after June 1” 


We appreciate (and offer a 33% discount on) all advance, prepaid reservations for INDOOR tables. Vendors please 
print your NAME, ADDRESS, COMPANY NAME, PHONE and NUMBER OF TABLES REQUIRED and send with CHECK/MONEY 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 


ORDER payable to Frederick Amateur Radio Club to: 
c/o Vendor Coordinator 
P.O. Box 1074 


Mount Airy, MD 21771 4.0 425 oy 2 
Be 


‘ For more information call the SOUNDSOURCE anytime at (301) 695-2633 code: 6393 


73, AND SEE YOU AT THE FARC 1998 FATHERS DAY HAMFEST !1! 


MANASSAS HAMFEST 


“Always the First Sunday in June” 


AMATEUR RADIO, ELECTRONICS 
& COMPUTER SHOW 


(ARRL APPROVED HAMFEST) 


Presented By 
THE OLE VIRGINIA HAMS A.R.C., INC. 


(A non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of amateur radio) 


SUNDAY - JUNE 7, 1998 
PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 


¥Y, MILE SOUTH OF MANASSAS, VA ON ROUTE 234 TALK-IN ON 146.97 - & 224.660 - 


TAILGATING 
$5.00 per space (plus admission) 
Gates open at 7:00 AM 
Ample Room-25 acres 
Setup 2 PM till 11 PM Saturday 


INDOOR EXHIBITOR GENERAL ADMISSION 
SPACE $5.00 per person at gate 


2 Buildings with Electricity No advance sale 
140 8-foot tables Gates open at 8:00 AM 
Setup 2 PM till 8 PM Saturday Free Parking 


PRIZES 
* Hourly prizes beginning at 10 AM for those present 
* Door prizes of major radio equipment will be awarded at 3:00 PM 
* Tailgating prize wili be awarded at 3:00 PM 
(You do not have to be present to win the major prizes.) 


INFORMATION 
* ARRL Roanoke Division Officers will be attending 
* Ath Call Area QSL Bureau Representatives will be present 
* DXCC QSL Card Checkers will be available 
* “Virginia QSO Party” award ceremony 
* Food vendors must have prior written approval from Hamfest Chairman 


_HAMFEST DETAILS on our Web Page_http://www.qsLnet/olevahams 


Dealer Information: General Information: 


Jack (N4YIC) 703-335-9139 Mary Lu (KB4EFP) 703-369-2877 
email: patnjack@erols.com email: mblasd1638@aol.com 


THE 


N 


hd a 
DX & REPEATER ASSOCIATION 
Proudly Presents An Amateur Radio & Hobby Show 


SweatFest 98 


RC Aircraft Fest 
Model Train Fest 
RC Car Fest 

ARRL Test Session 
Commercial Vendors 


BRING THE FAMILY! 
: FP AE: Antique & Craft Shops 
“ee Brunswick Train Museum 

¢:” —__—~ Food by Local Restaurants 


Sunday, July 12th 


Marviang 


is Ns 
At the MARC Train Station 


With Pride 


oe . 3. 
oo 


Rain or Shine ! 
For SweatFest '98 Info Calll our Voice BBS : (301) 473-4151 Or On The Web "www.qsl.net/madra" 


E-Mail: madra@qsi.net - Write: MADRA SWEATFEST '98, 230 N. Potomac St. Suite #110, Hagerstown, MD 21740 


TALK-IN: 147.060 Repeater 
MADRA NET Every Thursday Night at 7:30PM on 147.060+ 


in Davidsonville. Then on April 19th the Annapolis 
Striders’ 18th annual Cherry Pit 10-mile Race in 
Edgewater kept ten members busy with 
communications. There were approximately 150 
runners with only one dropout. Again on April 26th 
a dozen persons handled communications for the 
annual March of Dimes in Annapolis. 


The third (and probably last) tour of the Navy 
Transmitting Facility on April 18th attracted an 
unbelievably large crowd not only locally but from 
several surrounding states. One ex-employee at the 
site came all the way from California. Dismantling 
of the equipment has begun and soon one of the 
world’s most powerful radio transmitters will be 
history. 


At the Program Meeting on April 16th, Dennis 
Duvall/WA3YXN and Norm Chipps/N3RZU 
demonstrated to a spellbound audience historic 
radio equipment to show the evolution of field 
communications equipment within military forces. 


At the instigation of Doug Ellmore/N3XQP, 
AARC is sponsoring a children’ net which is held 
on the first, third and fifth Saturdays at 7 PM on 
147.105. If you have youngsters, or even if you 
have to borrow one, you might have fun checking 
in with them. Everyone seems to be enjoying the 
sessions. 


The Chesapeake Bay Weather and Traffic Net 
resumed on April 4th. It meets weekends and 
holidays at 1100 and 1500 on 147.105. Check in if 
you are boating or are a shore side observer. 


We have another silent key to report. Robert 
Morton (Bob) Fox, 64 of Annapolis died of liver 
and renal failure on April 20 at Anne Arundel 
Medical Center. A graduate of Baltimore 
Polytechnic Institute, he worked at IBM and 
attended the University of Maryland at College 
Park. After serving in the Army from 1955 to 1958, 
he completed his mechanical engineering degree 
at the U. of MD. He worked at the Naval Ship 
Research and Development Center while earning 
a master’s degree in mathematics at the Catholic 
University of America. He became of professor at 
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Anne Arundel Community College and taught 
there for 25 years. He was a certified sea captain 
and worked during the summers delivering boats. 
He also piloted the “Bay Lady” and “Lady 
Baltimore” in Baltimore and the “Harbor Queen” 
and Annapolitan IT” in Annapolis. 


Bob joined AARC in 1985 as KA3MSM and 
was a member through 1996. He is survived by 
his wife Susan, three sons, three daughters, 2 sisters 
and three grandchildren. 


Doug Ellmore/N3X QP, H.W.(Andy) Anderson/ 
W3UAL (was N3XVO) and George Vincent/ 
KF3BE (was KB3BDA) have all upgraded to 
Advanced. Nick Yokanovich has changed his call 
from N3YVW to NONY and Robert (Bob) Levine 
had exchanged KB3CAD for W3RUM. 


73, Holly/N3MB 


Arlington 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meeting: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
P.M., Red Cross building, 4333 Arlington 
Blvd., Arlington, VA. Nonmembers welcome! 


Net: Tuesdays (except meeting nights), 7:30 
P.M., 144.87/145.47 Mhz FM. 
Information: Mike Callaham, NW3V @ 
WA3TAI, callaham@tmn.com, 

(703) 241-5618. 


Www: http://www.geocities.com/ 
CapeCanaveral/Lab/4306/ 


Minutes of the April 21, 1998 meeting of the 
Arlington Amateur Radio Club: President Jack 
WA4FXX called the meeting to order at 1955L, 
after waiting for a quorum to arrive. Also attending 
were Alan KD4FRK, Mike KA8OPJ, Dennis 
W4PWF, and Mike NW3V. 


The minutes of the March meeting were 
approved as published. The treasurer’s report was 
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given in absentia and approved. 


Old business: W4PWF got the format to renew 
ARRL membership through the affiliated club: A 
check made out to ““ARRL” for the amount is given 
to our Treasurer, who forwards it to ARRL. AARC 
gets a rebate check later. 


New business: Arrangements for Field Day 


have begun, tentatively at the Red Cross 
chapterhouse. 


KD4ERK spoke of the ARES Training Institute 
on June 13, at the Red Cross National HQ. This 
year, various ARES-served agencies will be 
involved. 


The May meeting will have a vote on an 
amendment to the by-laws: “Resolved: That the 
By-Laws of the Arlington Amateur Radio Club be 
amended to allow notice of meetings to be 
transmitted by electronic mail to members who 
have provided the club with an e-mail address, 
unless a member requests that the notice is sent by 
USPS.” The amendment will be revised if needed 
at the May meeting. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:40. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mike KA8OPJ, Secretary 


Chapter X 
| Society 
af Wireless Piaucers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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Baltimore 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Meetings: Twice monthly, 7:30 pm 
at Dulaney High School, 225 E Padonia Rd, 
shop #3... (June through Sept). -First 
Wednesday of the month -business meeting, 
| Third Wednesday of the month - program. 
Repeaters: W3FT/RPTR 146.67(-), 224.24 
(-) (no PL) and 449.625(-)(PL 107.2) Note: 
two meter/220 Mhz. repeaters are linked. 
Club Net: 2nd, 4th & 5th Wednesdays at 6:45 
PM or after the Baltimore Traffic Net on 
146.67/224.24 repeaters. 
NTS Net: Daily at 6:30 pm on 146.670/ 
224.240 
Information: (410) HAMTALK 
Greater Baltimore Hamboree & 
Computerfest/Maryland State ARRL Con- 
vention information: (410) HAM-FEST or 
(800) HAM-FEST. 
Club Address: BARC, Inc., P.O. BOX 120, 
Reisterstown MD 21136 
Internet Address: http://www.baltarc.com 
E-Mail Address: info@baltarc.com 


CLUB WEB PAGE 


BARC is on the Internet at www.baltarc.com. 
The Internic reduced the registration fee from $100 
to $70, making an additional incentive. The web 


pages have information for members as well as for. 


all hams and for the general public. Current notices 


of club activities will be updated regularly. 


CLUB NET 


The weekly club net has been something of a 
hit or miss event lately. The executive committee 
has reviewed options, and changes are being 
implemented. The biggest change is the schedule. 
We’ ll move from Tuesday nights at 8:30 PM. The 
new day is Wednesdays when there is no club 
meeting. This will normally be on the second, 
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PRS tea, 


June 1998 


— fourth and fifth Wednesdays. The Club Net will 


follow the Baltimore Traffic Net, Starting a few 
inutes after BTN is finished. 


; TESTING 
A) pte GOR 

_ Frank, AC3P has taken on the testing 
coordination! The testing dates have been changed 
from Thursday evenings to the fourth Saturday of 
February, April, June, August and October, 9 AM, 
at Towson Presbyterian Church. 


ELECTIONS 


_ June is Election month. The nominating 
committee has been busy putting together a slate 
of officers to serve for the coming year. Members 
are encouraged to come out and vote for the 
candidates of your choice. 


FIELD DAY 


W3FT will again be on the air from Graham 
Memorial Park near Cub Hill, Md. Tom, N3YHC 
has been busy getting the plans together. Andy, 
N3J YO, will lead the Novice/Tech team. Chuck, 
K3FT, will handle the CW station management. 
Lee, AA3LN, -will manage the SSB HF station. 
Doug, N3VEJ, will see that everyone will eat well. 


CLUB PICNIC AT FIELD DAY 


: It’s been a long time since BARC had a picnic. 
We'll be having one at Field Day. This will give 
families and other club members a chance to come 
out and look over field day without feeling pressure 
to operate. It will give members a chance to visit 
in an informal setting, and enjoy some good food 
and weather among friends. 


THAT’S ABOUT IT 


| “So long for now. Members are again 
encouraged to attend the meetings. There are many 
new. opportunities coming along, and everyone’s 
input is needed. 


73 de Doug N3VEJ 
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Capital City 
Amateur Radio 
Society 


Meetings: 3rd Saturday of each month at 1200 
hours at the Woodridge Public Library, 18th 
and Rhode Island Ave, N.E., Washington, D.C. 
Visitors welcome. 

Repeater: W3EIL 144.51/145.11 MHz, open. 
Nets: Regular net Wednesday at 2000 hrs, 
RTTY net Thursdays 2100 hrs, voice portion 
2145 hrs, all on 145.110. 

Mailing Address: CCARS, 1719 Franklin 
Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20018-2033. 
Information: Steve, W3ETX, (202) 526-1329 
or Chester, W3EIL (202) 529-9598, Joe 
K3UAL (301) 773-5074 EMail K3UAL 
@Juno.com. 


Our March meeting was well attended. Our 
spring and summer programs were discussed. 
Guest, Al W3WAY has participated in the last two 
meetings of the club, he is anticipating membership 
with us. We were happy to see Pete N3CUY at the 
meeting. Pete presented the fine collation for the 
March meeting. Members are asked to finish and 
send in the questionnaire for member information 
to Joe K3UAL. 


On Friday March 27 the Board of Directors 
held a ‘’Conference Call’? meeting by telephone. 
Participating were President John N3TCD, Sec. 
Chester W3EIL, Treas. Willis N3LGB. Board 
Members Cy N3EPH, Shep WB3KIC, Steve 
N3ETX, Joe K3UAL.Business discussed was the 
coming spring club trip to Atlantic City, N.J. More 
information was needed to make a final decision 
on the bus size. 


Many CCARS club members entered the WW 
HF contest. Members also participated in the 
Cherry Blossom Parade in Washington, D.C. on 
Saturday April 11, on Constitution Avenue. 
Participating CCARS were Cy N3EPH, John 
N3TCD, Joe K3UAL, and Sam N3ECI. 
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Join our Monday night Computer Net at 8:00 
p-m. 145.11 MHz. Computer information 
exchanged and discussed. Many of our Computer 
literate members are present to help solve your 
computer and digital problems. 


Carroll County 
Amateur Radio 
Emergency Team 
& Radio Club 
Address: Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 2099, Westminster, MD 21158. 


Repeaters: 2M: 145.410-, 70cm: 449.875, 
6M: 53.090. 


BBS: 145.03 & 446.075. 

Nets: Tuesdays 8:30 p.m. local CARET Net 
145.410-. Wednesdays: 8:00 p.m. local, Mason 
Dixon Swap Net 145.410-. © 


Club Meetings: Business meeting Second 
Monday of the month at the EOC in 
Wesmnister. 7:30 p.m. local, talk-in: 145.410- 
Program meeting: Last Wednesday of the 
month at the EOC in Wesmnister. 7:30 p.m. 
local, talk-in: 145.410-. 


It is amazing how time flies by. It seems like 
we just completed Field Day, and now preparations 
are being made for the next Field Day. Steve N3SB 
and the crew are taking a more analytical approach 
in their preparations. Looking at site location, when 
and where operators are needed, and how to get 
more people prepared to operate during this major 
fun event. 


It is great to here all the new call signs on our 
repeaters these days. It is an even greater pleasure 
to see the faces that go with the callsigns and to 
hear of their interest in becoming involved with 
club activities. Two events that had just happened 
were the MS Walk and the March of Dimes walk. 
In each of these walks, we had new voices at the 
Net Control Station (NCS). Congratulations to 
Doug WAG6IEL and Joe N3 YIM for performing a 
great and professional job. As everyone knows, 


Page 34 


BAU TOLSICALL 


; ; \ 
emergencies happen at anytime. The more people 


we have experienced in net control, alleviates the 
dependency on just a few people to be around at 
all times. 


Information — Information. The club has the 
information if you have any need to know what 
are the FM band plans, how to use packet, 
contesting, setting up a station, what is the best 
antenna to use, how does your radio signal get to 
where ever, how to send messages, how to use 
amateur satellites, or what to have in case of an 
emergency. 


Check out our library of books or people. Three 
books that I would suggest to all our new ham 
friends are: The ARRL Operating Manual, The 
ARRL Radio Amateur’s Handbook, and the ARRL 
Repeater Directory. The ARRL Operating Manual 
has information about every mode, activity and 
band. This manual should be read by all new 
amateurs. The ARRL Radio Amateur’s Handbook 
is a great source for learning how radio works and 
making radio work. The ARRL Repeater Directory 
has not only information to where you can find 
out about repeaters locations and frequencies, but 
also how the band plan works and what the simplex 
frequencies are on each band. Other good sources 
for information are the various amateur radio 
magazines such as QST, 73, and CQ. QST is “the 
Official Journal of The American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL).” : 


The Carroll County Amateur Radio Club is an 
affiliate member club of the ARRL, and I would 
like to see every club member become a member 
to the ARRL. There are many benefits in becoming 
a member which help you, your club, as well-as 
amateur radio world wide. 


Your Board of Directors have been working 
hard to obtain “Non Profit” status for the club. 
We are now in the final steps. We now have an 
Employer Identification Number (EIN). Thanks 
to Bud W2GLN and Tony KF3AK for oe to 
this arduous process. 


! 


June 1998 


) I would like to thank you for your confidence in 
é electing me to a 5th term as your president, and 

-for the remainder of the Board: VP - Bud W2GLN; 
Secretary - Steve N3SB; Treasurer - Tony KF3AK; 
Member - Bob Dickey N3HYJ; Frank Rodski 


K3MTT; Jerry Suvall N3GQK; Bill Peregory. 


_ N3XLY; and Trustee - Bell Melema N3WM. 


73. de WX3F 


Central Maryland 
Amateur Radio Club 


Meetings: 4th Friday of the month at 7:30pm, 
at the Doctors Community Hospital, 8118 
Good Luck Road, Lanham, MD (no meeting 
_in December). Enter in the Outpatient 
‘Testing entrance across from the Emergency 
Room entrance behind the main building. 
Take the elevator to the 5th floor and exit left, 
the meeting room (DSE Room) is on the right. 
Repeater: N3EZD/R 145.230 Mhz. Users 
must transmit a 110.9 Hz CTCSS Tone for full 
area coverage. No tone necessary for local 
coverage. 
Net: Every Tuesday, 9:30pm, 145.230 MHz 
repeater. © 
Mailing Address: Central Maryland Amateur 
Radio Club, P. O. Box 788, Greenbelt, MD 
20768-0788. 
| Information: Jim Tilton, Pres. _KD3IA, (301) 
} 552-0012.) 
Web Page: http://www.erols.com/jctilton/ 
~ emarc/. 


Morse Code Practice Nets 


CMARC has initiated Morse Code practice nets 
_at 9pm on Wednesday and Thursday evenings over 
_the N3EZD repeater. Other net times may be 
offered in demand is sufficient. The Wednesday 
evening net has been very active, but due to a 
shortage of students on Thursday evening, that net 


BURR vais! 
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might be moved to another evening. Check the 
CMARC Web page for the latest information. At a 
later date we will conduct a couple cram sessions 
on technical areas nominated by the Morse Code 
practice net participants. For more information call 
Jim/KD3JA at (301) 552-0012 or send e-mail to 
jctilton @erols.com. 


April and May Meeting Notes 


Featured at CMARC’s April meeting was a 
packet radio demonstration by Oscar Ramsey/ 
NV3G, assisted by Tom Wolff/N3BXW. Oscar’s 
demonstration concentrated on the basics of getting 
up and running on packet radio. CMARC’s May 
meeting will feature an APRS demonstration by 
Tom Wolff/N3BXW. 


Public Service Events 


CMARC members _ assisted with 
communications for Christmas in April on April 
25th. In addition, CMARC organized the 
communications effort for the CROP Walk on May 
3rd. Thanks to N3ODK, N3BXW, N3NCH, 
N3JWT and KD3JA for their assistance with 
Christmas in April and to KD3JA, N3JWT, N3RLN 
from CMARC and KA3COT from Prince George’s 
Wireless Association for their assistance with the 
CROP Walk. 


Field Day - June 27 


CMARC will again participate in Field Day 
with an emergency powered set-up at the New 
Carrollton Bible Church, located on Good Luck 
Road, just inside the Beltway overpass, in New 
Carrollton, MD. This year we would like to have a 
Novice/Technician station in addition to the regular 
HF stations. Roger/W3VP will be coordinating our 
Field Day effort. To get involved, just come to our 
regular CMARC meetings, or call Roger at (410) 
684-2954. 


73 de Jim/KD3JA 
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- Charles eounty 
_ Amateur Radio 


Meeting: General membership meeting first 
_ Friday of every month at 7:30 PM in the 
| Charles County Government Building, Office 
 xot Emergency Preparedness (OEP), La Plata, 
ie MD, Non-members are very welcome. — 
“Mailing Address: Charles County Amateur 
“Radio Club, Inc., P.O. Box 668 White Plains, 
“MD 206095- 0668. 
| Repeater:KA3GRW/R, 443.700+, LaPlata, 
“Repeater Trustee: KA3GRW, Mike Tackish 
Special Event Callsign: K3SMD : 
Interim Website: http: WWW. qsl.net/k3smd/ 
| index. html | 
| ‘Information: Mike/KA3GRW (301)609- 
9298 or Gary/N3TIE (301)645-7465 


Since this is our first submission to Auto Call, 
let me tell you who we are: We,.the. members of 
the Charles County Amateur Radio Club, Inc., are 
wishing to secure for ourselves the benefits of an 
association of persons commonly interested in 
Emergency Communications throu eh the medium 
of Amateur Radio. 


ay shall he our “purpose t to: promote. education 
and research into the fields of electronics, data 
processing, and. digital technology; to provide 
proficiency in communications techniques; to 
encourage interest in the Amateur Radio Service; 
to assist. interested persons. in obtaining amateur 
radio licenses; to provide emergency and public 
service radio communications for Southern 
Maryland; and to conduct club programs. and 
activities. Now that you know what we are about... 


During the March 1998 General Meeting, the 
Faoonne Club Officers. were elected: 
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radio activities. 
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President: Mike Tackish, KA3GRW- 
Vice President: JD Delancy, W3SMD : 
Secretary: Debbie Abernethy, KA3VNE, i 
Treasurer: Ron Peter, KD4UUH work: 


Activities Pirecor Tom Abert W 3TOM 


Currently, club membership tallies out at 35 active 


members, and growing fast!. We ‘are actively 
recruiting new members who are interested in 
Emergency Communications and gerieral amateur 
Our General Methbership 
meetings have included Special Guests ‘giving 
presentations on RF Interference, ‘Amateur 
Television, to name a few. Speakers are scheduled 
at every meeting. Please “bookmark” our ‘ihtérirh 
website for the latest club activities, newsletter, VE 
Exam schedule, and our ane, 1998 Field an 
schedule! 


$i 
! 


Speaking of Field Day, it is scheduled for 
8:00am, June 27-28, 1998 in the Blossom Point 
area of Charles County. Several Club members 
are participating. Cliff/N 3Y XE and J oe/W B3IUT 
event, as well. sluat blicisac ae be 


ete 


Finally, we would like to thank the members 
of the Foundation for Amateur Radio (FAR), for 
voting our club into the fold. We look forward to 
an outstanding and continuing reponse 

73, GaryIN3TIE, PIG, a’ 

Charles County Amateur Radio Club, Tne 


C1ee OPEN OT ay 
DAM to 3PM Saturday. : 


| 3394 Fort Meade Road | 
| Lawrel, Md. 20724 
(301) 725-1212 


- Home wpe WeatherNode™ 
| Wireless weather information to pour doused . 
|. Visit us on the Internet at http://www. weathernode.com, 


Dulles 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


: On-the-air meeting: Tuesdays at 8:00pm on. 


_ the Dulles repeater 


i amepepter: N4FSC,, 145.310- (near Dulles 


airport) 


Mail: Dulles Amatent Radio Group, P.O. Box 
‘ 5073, Herndon, VA 22070-1964 Home Page: 


| _ http: /Iwww. RECOCINSS: com/Silicon Valley/Way/ 
HOBART roo 


| Email: Mules Bide crocitiea com 
| Club callsign: W4DLS 


Information: Mike Webber, WB8RDN, 703- 
450-2304. 


ay he Dulles Amateur Radio Group (DARG) is 
a . family-oriented ham radio club affiliated with 
the N4FSC repeater in Dulles, VA. Membership 
is open to all, and the club holds several social and 
operating events each year. Dues are $20/yr for 
your entire family; members have access to the 
repeater’ S autopatch, and dues include a 1 year 
subscription or renewal to AutoCall. All area hams 
are warmly invited to join our information net on 
Tuesday evenings at 8: 00pm on the N4FSC 
peretet, ok SU, 


On Saturday 16 May, DARG will support the 
‘Cystic Fibrosis Foundation with amateur radio 


‘communications for a Walk-a-thon in Leesburg 


ftom: 8AM - 2PM. Operation \ will be from vehicles 


i parked along the 6K route. Look for a wrap-up in 


: 


next month's 1 issue ot AutoCall. 


The buddun Hospital Center (LHC) will 


oe a. ‘simulated disaster drill on Saturday 30 


‘May. 1998. The scenario will be a massive 


snowstorm that: paralyzes the surrounding area. 
-DARG will staff two amateur radio stations, one 
at the new Lansdowne Hospital campus and one 
4 the fe former pe buts facility (where the Hospital 
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ae Mey 


will provide long term patient care in the fate) 


Please support this DARG project by participating — 


in the 30 May drill. Sign up now through the DARG 


_website (darg.org )or via the Tuesday evening net. 


DARG coordinators will publish more details. as 
they become available via the net and website 
(darg.org). 


DARG will hold its annual all-hands 
membership meeting on Sunday, June 21, 1998 at 
the Eastern Loudoun Regional Library in Sterling 
(Cascades), from 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM. The topic 
for the meeting is nothing less than the future 
structure of the Dulles Amateur Radio Group, and 
the selection of new Board of Trustee members to 
serve from June 98 to June 99. All DARG members 
are requested to attend. 


Beginning immediately after the meeting at 
3:00 PM, Steve (KAILM) will host a DARG 
Technical Seminar on Amateur Radio Satellites. i 


Directions to the meeting: 


From the East: Take Route 7 west, towards | 
Leesburg. Exit onto Cascades Parkway North 
toward Cascades. Turn right just past the Home 
Depot onto Cranston Street. 


From the West: Follow Route 7 east, toward 
Tyson’s Corner. At Cascades Parkway, take the 
second right exit north to Cascades. Turn right just 
past the Home Depot onto Cranston Street. | 


From the South: Take Route 28 North. Turn: 
right on Route 7 East, toward Tyson’s Corner. At 
Cascades Parkway, take the second right exit north 
to Cascades. Turn right just past the Home Depot 
onto Cranston Street. ae 


The library is at the end of Cranston Street. 
Parking is available at either end of the building. 
The library’s entrance is to the left front as you 
face the building. Talk-in will be available on te 
N4FSC repeater (145.310-). ae 


73, de Mike, NSPDY_ 
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EERO 


EON. Historical 
Oy poecltin oN . 
at ‘a ~ Electronics 
a 7 | 
ae Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 


| Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 
' to BWI Marriott Hotel). 
Info: Nick Yokanovich, N3 Y VW, (410) 544- 
5736. Club Station: W3GR. 


Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail pani 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 
Street address: 1745 W. mune Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090, 


The Technical Session at the April meeting was 
an outstanding presentation on QRP hamming by 
Scott Rosenfeld, NF3I. Scott was supported by 
Mike Czuhajewski, WA8MCQ and Bruce 
Muscolino, W6TO from the QRP-ARC and QRP 
magazine respectively. This was a beta 
presentation of the QRP forum to be presented at 
the Dayton Hamfest and provided a lot of 
inspiration for the low power challenge. 


Two new members were welcomed at the April 
meeting: Ulis Ene K3LU and Rob Carlson, 
KC2AEI. 


HEMARC was pleased to support the 1998 
Submarine Memorial Radio Reactivation (April 
QST p103) with operators for the April 25 & 26 
on the air program. 40, 20 and 10 meter operations 
on the TORSK submarine in Baltimore harbor were 
held in conjunction with similar operations on 
many other submarines including the Cod in 
Cleveland and the Growler in New York City. 


Over 100 QSO’s were made by N3T. and 
scores of visitors to the TORSK were introduced 
to amateur radio as they. toured the submarine. 
Dave Kaulb, N2TDT coordinated the TORSK 


Page 38 


AUTO: CALL ae 


operations for the sponsoring national submarine iy 
group. Everyone nivalis enjoyed as oye 
very much. | phe A 3 


The planning i is now ee 4 sot the W3GR pean 
event station for June 6 and 7, 1998. Listen for 
W3GR on 20,40,15,10 2 and RS-12 ons SB and CW. 
A QSL and 55 Cents postage will bring ¢ a full color 
8.5x10 certificate. Present plans include operation 


of both the TBL-13 and the ia Fetes ee 


610. RI 

The Advance/Extra. class dohascted oy Rol 
Anders, K3RA was very successful. Herman | 
Turner, WK3P reported that the VE testing of the 
class resulted in seven upgrades to Advanced, three 
upgrades to Extra and one who passed all but the 
code for advanced. Several students are continuing 
to study and will be tested at the end of May. 


The HEMARC exhibit at the BARC Timonium | 
Hamvention was a lot of fun for the members and 
brought back memories of fine old ham gear to 
many visitors to the table. 


The April meeting of the Maryland Mobileers 
was held at Museum. Gary Ryan, W3GMY 
reported good attendance and great. interest in 
touring the Museums many. exhibits. 


HEMARC elected to support he FARFEST: at 
Gaithersburg again this year. Supporting the. gate 
was very Satisfying last year. This year a club 
exhibit is now being planned as well, 


HEMARC is an open NOt kena a club and 
welcomes anyone interested in working with the 


‘old military and/or commercial electronic 


equipment. Many members are also. active 
members of other ham clubs, emergency 
organizations and service clubs. Feel free to attend 
any meeting and join in on the activities. 


73 de Chip, W4PBG 


Loudoun 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


Meetings: Third Saturday of every month 
(except Nov/Dec meeting; check with club 
contact for specific date) 8:30 A.M. at El 
Ranch Plus Restaurant, Purcellville, VA. 
(Monitor 147.48 Mhz simplex.) 

Club Station: K4LRG 

Net: LARG 10 Meter Net, Sundays at 8:00 
P.M. local on 28.360 Mhz SSB; Commuter 
Net, mornings and evenings during the week 
on 147.48 Mhz FM. 

Mailing: P.O. Box 1004, Purcellville, VA 
20134 

Info: Gary Quinn, NC4S, 540-882-3017 or 
Norm Styer, AI2C, 540-228-2584 


April Meeting Highlights: 


The club decided to change the location of the 
Sunday night net from 28.360MHz to 147.48 MHz 
to encourage all club members to participate. The 
first two nets were so successful that this change 
will be permanent. There was some discussion 
about Field Day. John, W4AU, the chairman, 
suggested that we consider Ida Lee as the first 
choice for this event. 


A Motion was made to hold Technician and 
Novice classes again. Paul, N4PD, will again be 
in charge of this endeavor. 


Peter McNeil, KF4HCW, a new member, has 
set up a club Web Site: at http:\\www.micro- 
neil.com/K4LRG and he will serve as coordinator. 
We’re happy to report that the April meeting was 
the biggest ever, but new members are always 
welcome. 


73, DE KE4RTP 


\ 
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The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. | 
St. Paul’s Church, 10401 Armory Avenue, 
Kensington, Maryland 20895. 
Clubhouse:MADRAS Clubhouse,11800 
Coakley Circle, Rockville, MD 20852 


Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 
145.45 MHz (PL-5A). 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5A). 


WWW Address: _http://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 
~fwrightMMADRAS.html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Leo Boberschmidt KA3TGY 
(301)946-3738, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 
984-6114. 


On April 22, 1998, the FCC issued the callsign 
W3MAD to the Maryland Apple Dumpling Radio 
Amateur Society (MADRAS). So, now we have 
our very own club call that will help to identify 
MADRAS activities on the air. Thank you very 
much, Leo W3LEO, for your time and effort filling 
out all the necessary paper work in order to get us 
our club callsign. 


New MADRAS badges will be ordered for all 
members during the next couple of weeks. They 
will be multi-colored, encased in plastic and have 
a clip on the back of the badge for securing to your 
clothes. | 


At our April 9th meeting we watched a film 
called “Field Day Fever”, which showed just how 
exciting it is to participate in this event. Several of 
our new members have not had the opportunity to 
operate on Field Day as of yet and are really 
looking forward to that experience. After the film 
we all shared some of our previous trials and errors 
in operating, losing generator power, mixing up 
antenna connections, fighting off bugs plus other 
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numerous little “inconveniences” that occur during 
the 24-hour operating period. 


Irv McWherter K3IRV, presented a talk and 
demonstration on “Short Wave Listening (SWL): 
The Other DX” on April 23rd. Many of our 
members first started out listening to short wave 
before they decided to become hams There was 
some pretty lively discussion after the presentation, 
especially the sharing of short wave experiences 
over the years and all the changes that have 
occurred. Thanks, Irv, for a most interesting and 
enjoyable evening. 


Field Day ’98 is just weeks away and we’re all 
keeping our fingers crossed that we will be ready 
for the big event. We’d like to take this opportunity 
to wish all the clubs in the area Good Luck in their 
Field Day endeavors. Let the weather be perfect 
and all the bands open and clear. 


HAPPY FATHERS DAY!!!! 
73, Jean-N3PLC 


The Mid-Atlantic 


DX and Repeater 


Association 


Meetings: Rotating locations among 
Hagerstown MD, Frederick MD, Martinsburg 
WV and Gaithersburg MD. 

Net: Thursday evenings at 1930 local on 
147.06. 

4 State10M net: Wednesdays at 2000 local 
One25.3.15; , 
Repeaters: Frederick MD: 147.06, 224.20, 
448.125; Martinsburg WV: 147.345. 
Mailing: 230 North Potomac St., Suite che 
Hagerstown MD 21740 

Information: Voice BBS (301) 416-8447 and 
(301) 473-4151. 

Web Page: http://www.qsl.net/madra 
E-Mail: madra@juno.com 


Not too much to report in the line of April 
activities. We had our Club dinner at Rocco’s 
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Restaurant in Hagerstown and everybody who 
made it there went home far from hungry. Another 
April item was the repair (should we say finally! - 
or - again!) of the VoiceBBS computer. That was 
scheduled to be back online during the first 
weekend in May. Only one phone line was ready 
for use when the BBS was headed for the hilltop: 
301/473-4151. Watch this space for info about the 
other phone number listed in the column head 
above. 


On April 14 a select team of MADRA members 
met with Washington and Frederick County Scout 
leaders. The audience was briefed on new technical 
capabilities growing within Ham Radio and on our 
training class and VE programs. A number of 
communications techniques were demonstrated. 
There’s always one more bug, though, and the ATV 
demo didn’t occur as planned. 


Our Tech training class in Brunswick wrapped 
up April 21. Only two of the original seven were | 
ready for exams. One more who joined the class 
after it had begun is likely to be ready in a few 
more weeks. We didn’t schedule a special VE 
session for only two but we hope to be able to give 
you names and calls for these two in next ae S 
column. 


In addition to the VoiceBBS installation in early 
May, we had a small team meet with some 
members of the Department of Public Works, City — 
of Brunswick. That was set up for Friday, May 1, 
to look over the potential technical and logistical 
problems of installing a repeater remote receiver 
link for the 147.06 machine. We expect to expand 
this to 220 and 440 in the coming months. 


So - did you get to the May 14 dinner meeting 
at Watsons’ in Frederick? This was a first for us in 
that we’d invited several nonHams and members 
of other clubs to join us. Of course, you’re all 
welcome to join us for these affairs but this time 
we put out some invitations to specific individuals. 
We can’t say that it gave us a big crowd, but we’ll 
run it for several months and see if it does catch 
on. 
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_ How about that May 19 date? It’s a prediction 
as the column is being written but we’ve been 
assured by Ms Rebecca Crebbs of the Frederick 
County Public Information Office that it’s all set 
to.go. By the time you read this you'll have seen 
the press coverage in the New York Times and the 
Wall Street Journal. Namely, that the Frederick 
County Commissioners have proclaimed June 
- 1998 as Ham Radio Month. 


As part of that, we’re trying hard to find some 
things to do in the special event department to help 
the County celebrate it’s 250th anniversary. We 
plan to be demonstrating Ham Radio in some area 
shopping centers, perhaps even with ATV coverage 
of other Ham events at the same time. 


Information on June was a little sketchy as this 
column was being written. Based on the evidence 
at hand, you should expect to join us for dinner at 
Red, Hot & Blue in Frederick for the June 11 
meeting. Please do check the BBS or the nets 
because this may change to another location. As 
mentioned above, anyone is welcome, not just 
MADRA members. 


One item on the June calendar is the annual 
Health, Fun and Safety Day event in Brunswick 
on Saturday June 13. Firefighters and emergency 
medical teams have been invited to compete against 
the clock in setting up and carrying out a standard 
small deployment of their equipment. 


Now, if you read this as soon as you get Auto 
Call, it’s not too late for your group to volunteer to 
do the same thing for an emergency Ham station. 
If you’ re interested in this, contact Geri Reynolds 
at 301/ 834-7500 or shoot a quick e-mail to Roy 
Bates, N2CSQ/3: <74163.200@ CompuServe 
com>. | 


It’s gonna be a full summer, gang. 
73 DE N2CSQ/3 


Mount Vernon 
Amateur Radio 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
7:30 p.m. (except December) Mt. Vernon | 
Governmental Center, 2511 Parker’s Lane, | 
Alexandria, VA 22308. 
Nets: Every Tuesday at 8:30 p.m. Starts on 2 | 
meters then moves to 10 meters on 28.405 | 
MHz. : 
Repeater: WD4PDP 146.055 input / 146.655 | 
output. 
Mailing: Mt. Vernon Amateur Radio | 
Club(MVARC) c/o Joe Salemi KR4CZ, 
P.O.Box 7234, Alexandria, VA 22307. 
Information: Chuck W3HSW, 703-660-6623. | 
WEB Site: http://www.netcom.com/~jsalemi/ 
mvarc.html 


CTI PCIE NED 


1998 has been an interesting year,to date, for _ 
the MVARC. The Club has a new repeater, a new 
president, has supported a number of special 
events, public services and several on-going 
programs. 


The most newsworthy event is the relocation 
of the repeater facility to the top of the Order of 
Masons’ George Washington National Memorial 
in Alexandria. The antenna is now over 300 feet 
above sea level and the rig runs over a hundred 
watts, giving it a much increased range over its 
predecessor. There have been consistent contacts 
with mobile stations north of Baltimore, in 
Gaithersburg, and in Berryville, Virginia. 


A drawback, however, is limited coverage to 
the south due to the building’s metal steeple 
reducing radiation in that direction. The problem 
is being studied with a possible correction in the 
future. The higher location also opens the station ~ 
for more ducting interference during the warmer 
months, especially from stations in Vineland, New 
Jersey and Elizabeth City, North Carolina. Along 
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with some new features, such as a digital voice 
recorder, allowing stations to listen to their own 
signal, a clock, and an expanded capability for 
recorded announcements, the repeater is sporting 
the Club’s new call sign, K4US. 


Thanks to N4ZGI,K4EC, K3IZ, NP2IL, 
WA3WEP, KP4ZX, WA4USB, KD4TZ, KT4KS 
and others for the time and sweat putting the station 
on the air. A special thanks to Jim, WD4PDP, who 
housed the repeater at its’ previous location and 
served as the trustee for years. 


The Club recently held its annual election of 
officers. Stan, KD4YEP, was elected President. All 
the remaining incumbent officers were re-elected: 
Frank, AA4ZS as Vice-President; Glenn, W40CC 
as Secretary and Joe, KR4CZ as Treasurer. Thanks 
to John, WZ4A, who served several terms as 
President, and to the Officers 
who were re-elected. 


The year has been filled with public service 


activities, with at least one each month, starting. 


with support of January’s First Night Festivities in 
Alexandria, President’s Day Parade in February, 


St. Patrick’s Parade in March, and the Mount 


Vernon Run and Simulated Emergency Test in 
April. The new repeater worked very well after 
being placed in service. . 


Several of the annual special events were 
enjoyed by members this year. Over the President’s 
Day weekend the Special Event station was again 
set up on the Mount Vernon Estate with over 500 
QSOs being worked. Over 200 stations submitting 
a SASE envelope received a commemorative 
certificate marking the contact. 


Six Club members ventured to the wilds of Lee 
District park for the annual QRP Field Day. Frank, 
AA4ZS, set up a rig on 40 with a vertical antenna 
and Tom, N4BV set up on 30 meters with a short 
helical wound vertical with an Army pack shovel 
ground system. While not much contesting was 
done, everyone had fun and made contacts, with 
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DX being in Ontario and Michigan. ; | 


Plans are being made for the upcoming 
National Field Day near the end of June. The Club’s 
site this year will again be at Fort Ward Park in 
Alexandria. 


Vince, KE4SKW, and Rick,KD4SKY, headed 
up the support for operation of the Coast Guard 
radio station on Armed Forces Day. Activities 
included cross band operation and phone patching. 


Explorer Post 80, co-sponsored by the Club, 
held a special intensive theory class for upgrade 
to General class. This accelerated session was held 
to take advantage of the FCC question pool, before 
the pool questions change and are expanded on July 
first. A special testing session was conducted by 
the Club’s VEs. The regularly scheduled monthly 
test was also held on the following weekend. 


The Club’s Elmer program meets on the 
FOURTH Saturday of the month (after the monthly 
breakfast, from 1000 to 1300) at the Mount Vernon 
Government Center in the same room used for Club 
meetings. | 


If you’re walking around some of the hamfests 
this summer, look for the Club table and many 
treasures and bargains. 


73, Chuck, W3HSW 


Michael C. Martin 
N3RWF 


Intererence Investigator 
ESO&C Substation Operations 


& Test-Electronics 


8400B Old Marlboro Pike 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 


Office/Fax 301 967-5230 Pager 202 530-3731 
Email MCMARTIN@PEPCO.COM 


ua ate 


~ 


National Capital 
ARES Council 


a 


Mass Casualty Exercise at Nissan 
Pavilion a Huge Success!!! 


Fifty-five- Amateur Radio operators provided 
communications before and during of the Northern 
Va Emergency Medical Service Council’s exercise. 


Originally, the intent was to provide 
communications for key Disaster Committee 
members during set up and administration of the 
exercise and sign-up was initially slow. As the 


demand grew, so did the level of participation! 


Control of four nets (two drill related and two 


others for simultaneous public service events) was 


maintained by Woodbridge Wireless, Inc ARC on 
their Communications Bus. Others provided 
communications between key members of Police 
and Fire Department command staff from the City 
of Alexandria and Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun and 
Prince William Counties at the incident scene, 
command and other receiving hospitals, State EOC 
in Richmond and busses returning patients to the 
scene. 


A very real scenario was played out by 
members of local police and fire departments 
beginning with a fire in a concession stand and 
climaxing with a dramatic shootout between a 


‘convincing madman and police in the pavilion. 


There were several unanticipated events during 
the exercise and amateur radio once again 
demonstrated remarkable flexibility and 
professional ability. 


Amateur radio has once again been recognized 
as a most underutilized public resource. There is 
interest in encouraging a relationship between 
amateur radio and the public safety community 
through assistance with providing Incident 
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Command and Mass Casualty Incident training for 
our members. A learning experience for 
everyone—and its not over, yet! 


Thanks go out to Cliff W4CE for coordinating 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. ARC and to Erv 
KT4DS for a Herculean effort, coordinating 
everything. 


All those who helped: Ray AA4SI, Frank 
K4EC, Ed KS5OF, Shawn KA3RQR, Jim 
KC4UWS, Joe KD2RO, George KR4MU, Jim 
KF4JQE, Brian KF4VTS, Keith KM4AA, Tony 
KR4UQ, Erv KT4DS, Tom N4BYF, Chuck 
N4HCP, Dennis N7NXV, Cliff W4CE, John 
WANE, Jerry WA3UTL, Cathy AE4UM, John 
K4JK, John KSVG, Joe KA4UST, Bill KC4VXH, 
Alan KD4FRK, Ed KE4SKY, Jeff KF4JSV, 
Margaret KF4WZA, Joe KO4RK, Jeff KR4YS, 
Lenny N3RPQ, Phil N3CWX, Steve N4OGR, 
Steve NP2IL, Dave N4DAV, Stu WAODYJ, Dean 
WB4EIY, Steve K3IZ, John K4KXK, Bob 
K8MLM, Chip KB8TNU, Burl KCSTLC, Ed 
KD4KBT, Phil KF4AJZ, Bruce KF4NYY, Gabe 
KF4YBW, Bob KR4KF, John KT4AD, Rick 
N4ASX, Steve N4DXS, Jeanne N4ZGI, Jack 
W4AD, Maury W4HYB, Dale WAZ2IKI, Don 
WY2V and Jeff KC4RON. All that Incident 
Command training finally paid off! 


Pictures from the exercise are available, 
compliments of Tony KR4UQ on his web page, 
linked from the Virginia District 2 page. Thanks, 
Tony! 


Speaking of Incident Command...The next 
NCAC Institute is coming up June 13th, 8:30 to 
5:00 at American Red Cross National Headquarters 
in Falls Church near Rt 50 & the Capital Beltway. 


Contact Lenny Schachter for registration 
(202)291-2189. Cost is $10.00 (make checks out 
to NCAC) and should be sent to Lenny Schachter, 
1811 Quincy St NW, Washington DC 20011. 


Look for a list of upcoming public service 
events elsewhere in this publication and check in 
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to the NCAC net on Sunday nights at 9:00 on 
146.91 or 146.79. 


NCAC has a web page. You can reach it 
through a link at District 2 on the ARES VA.ORG 
page. E-mail is at NCAC @usa.net. 


Jeanne Rexroad, N4ZGI 
Chairperson, National Capital ARES Council 


National 
Capitol DX 
Association | 


Meetings: Feb, Apr, Jun; Aug, Oct and Dec. 
at a member's home. Contact the Secretary 
(Rick Murphy, K1MU) for details. 


On-the-air: Every Sunday at 8:30 PM onthe | 
147.000 repeater. All are welcome! 
Information: Rick Murphy-K1MU (703) | 
| 280-2637 or Leo Boberschmidt-W3LEO (301). 
946-3738. 


q 
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The April NCDXA meeting was held at the 
home of Rick - KIMU and Diane Murphy. Our 
sincere thanks to Rick and Diane for hosting the 
meeting. 


Presentation on ZKIXXP North Cook 
DXpedition by Tom Harrell, K8XP. Dateline DX 
Association: http://www.goldtel.net/ddxa/ 
ZKIXXP Home Page [with lots and lots of 
photographs and other information]: http:// 
www.goldtel.net/ddxa/cook.html. 


At the April meeting at K1MU’s, we had a very 
fine slide show presentation on the ZK1XXP North 
Cook DXpedition of last September. Tom, K8XP, 
had come up from his Georgia QTH to make the 
presentation. All in all, some great slides of the 
operation and of Penrhyn Island. 


I had an e-mail on the 23rd of April from 


member-at-large Karl Renz, K4YT. Karl arrived | 


in Israel on the 10th of April for a 3-year tour. He 
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was in the process of getting an application forhis 
4X license. hopefully, by the time you read this, — 
Karl will have been on the air. If any of you want 
Karl’s e-mail address, send me a note via 
leob @erols.com. 


As I write this, the FOOFR operation has just 
finished up from the Marquesas after an operation 
from the Australs. April was certainly a month to 
remember: three new countries - the two just 
mentioned plus the H40-Temotu Islands operation. — 
There hasn’t been so much “new” country activity 
since the breakup of Yugoslavia. 


NEXT MEETINGS: Mark your calendars: for 
the June and August NCDXA meetings: June 
Meeting June 20th QTH of Frank, W3LPL, 
Glenwood, MD August Meeting Aug 722? QTH 
of W3YOZ on the Bay The June meeting [starting 
about Noon] at W3LPL’s will be a joint meeting 
with NCDXA and PVRC. A good chance to see ~ 
Frank’s antenna farm and also chat with the folks 
from NCDXA and PVRC. The August meeting will 
be at W3 YOZ’s, on the Bay, but the date is not yet 
set. é 


73 till next time de Leo - W3LEO, 
NCDXA President 


Q 


UARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? 
And licensed now? 
Then you should belong to the 
QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION — 
For information write: 
159 East 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.teleport.com/~qcwa — 


Northern 
Virginia 
FM Association 


Meetings: Fall, Winter and Spring at Virginia 
Power, On Rt 50 just west of the West Ox Road 
overpass and the Fair Oaks Mall. 

Weekly Nets: NVFMA Talk Net, Mon, 8:00 
PM, 146.79; NVFMA Swap Net, Tue, 8:00 
PM, 146.91; NVFMA Clinic, Ist Wed of the 
month, 7:30 PM, 146.79; NVFMA Net, Wed, 
8:00 PM, 146.79; ARES, Sun, 9 PM, 146.91. 
Repeaters: 52.37/53.37, 146.19/146.79, 
146.31/146.91, 222.50/224.10 Xlink, 222.74/ 
224.34, 449.75/444.75, 447.025/442.025, 
O07 .5/ 917.5, and 1272.1/1292,1. 
Membership Info: Ann McWhirt KF4OSL, 
(703) 330-7429 or email to ammom 
@erols.com. 

E-mail address: nvfma@juno.com. 

Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/ 
Silicon Valley/Way/5337/ 

Mailing Address: NVFMA, P.O. Box 486, 
McLean, VA 22101. 


The NVFMA Board of Directors has met 
monthly since the general membership meeting in 
January of this year. At the March meeting, John, 
KR10, volunteered and was appointed Secretary 
of the Association. 


Don’t forget the several nets sponsored by 
NVFMA. Every Monday evening the talk-net 
meets under the guidance and control of Jim, 
KF4JQE, on the 146.79 MHz repeater at 8:00 PM. 
Every Wednesday evening at 8:00 PM the NVFMA 
general information net meets also on the 146.79 
_ MHzrepeater but with Steve, W4FMD, managing 
the net. Every first Wednesday of the month on 
the146.79 repeater we hold the FM Clinic at 7:30 
PM with Phil, KF4AJZ, manning the 
instrumentation at the repeater site so that stations 
_ checking in can verify their RF carrier frequency 
and deviation level. The nets are open to everyone 
and not just NVFMA members so take a little time 
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to get on the air, check in and meet some of the 
other fine folks who populate the two-meter band 
these days. 


The NVFMA 146.91 repeater was scheduled 
to return to the airwaves April the 19th but will 
temporarily be without the benefit of its regular 
remote sites. 


The next NVFMA general membership 
meeting will be held on June 18th at 7:30 PM at 
the Virginia Power Company offices on US Route 
50 just west of the Fair Oaks shopping center. The 
evenings program features a representative of the 
FCC who will be discussing RF certification for 
amateur radio stations - a very important issue for 
all of us radio amateurs. See you there... 


Maury, W4HYB 


Potomac 
Valley 
Radio Club 


Packet: K3MQH 145.63, K3NA 145.63, 
K4FJ 145.77, KE3Q 145.57 445.375, N3RR 


145.51 441.325, N4OHE 145.710 440.925, | 
N4SR 145.63, W3LPL 145.59 441.25, WR3L 
145.61 440.95. 

Web: www.pvrc.org & www.pagesz.net/ 
~pvrenc. 

Information: Rich Boyd, KE3Q, (301) 464- 
8014, rboyd @capaccess.org 


This column will provide the casual operator 
with sufficient information to participate in selected 
HE and VHF contests scheduled during June. 
Times are given in EDT though logs should be kept 
in UTC (Zulu) time. You do not have to be a 
member of any club or send in a score to enjoy 
operating in contests and help others earn points. 
For information about contests or PVRC 
membership, please contact KE3Q or me. PVRC 
is anon-dues club. 
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If you have packet, communications with PVRC 
is handy via one of the nodes listed in the above 
box. For example, connect with C W3LPL and 
follow the prompts. To send a message to me enter 
_ S K3DI and follow prompts for subject and text. 
HELP or a question mark will display more 
commands. The above packet system is not 
interfaced with the worldwide packet traffic 
system. 


With summer, come more VHF contests and 
less HF contests. Most serious VHF contesters 
use SSB and CW but the hungry ops watch for 
simplex FM contacts and are glad to explain the 
contest and exchange. The best FM channels to 
check are 52.525, 146.55, 146.58, 223.50, and 
446.0 MHz. Also, check 52.54, 146.48, 147.42, and 
446.10 MHz. Only the Field Day rules allow use 
of 146.52 MHz for contest contacts. 


June 6th and 7th, you may hear stations calling 
CQ PVRC. This is the annual club reunion (not 
really a contest) that is open to over 600 PVRC 
members. If your not a members of PVRC and 
have a growing interest in contesting, you may wish 
to call or write KE3Q or myself and join PVRC 
prior to the June 1999 reunion. 


ARRL VHF QSO Party, 13th 4pm to 14th 
Ilpm. 50, 144, 222, 902, 1296, and 2300 MHz 
bands. Work anybody and exchange grid-squares. 
Signal reports are optional. 


West Virginia QSO Party, 14th 2pm-8pm. 
(Only 6 hours!) CW: 1810 kHz and 35 kHz above 
band edge, novices 25 kHz up from their edge. 
SSB: 1860, 3860, 7260, 14260, 21360, and 28360 
kHz. WY stations send RS(T) and county and 
others send RS(T) and state. 


ARRL Field Day, 27th 2pm to 28th 2pm 
(except field stations can go to Spm if setup started 
after 2pm Saturday). WARC bands and microwave 
bands are included. The exchange is the number 
of transmitters in use, entry category, and state. 
For example: a single transmitter home station in 
Virginia using commercial power would send 1D 
VA. 
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73, Dick Wilder, K3DI, 410-757-6706, 
wilder @clark.net, or via the above packet network. 


BHENANDOAH VALLEY 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB Inc, 


ay 


Shenandoah 
Valley Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First and Third Friday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 
Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia. 


Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out. 

Net: Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net 
(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604. 
President: Fred Wetzel (W4KRT). 

Info: Irvin Barb, W4DHU, 955-1745. 
Internet home page: http://www.vvalley. 
com/svarc. 


We are heading into the week-end of the Apple 
Blossom Festivities here in Winchester. 
Everywhere you look there are people making 
preparations to accommodate or participate in this 
annual event. Let’s hope the weather man 
cooperates and everyone has a good time. 

N4DAW, Dave Watterson reported on the 
recently completed March of Dimes WalkAmerica 
10K event. : 


Public Service Event: 


The SVARC provided communications in 
support of the annual Winchester March of Dimes 
WalkAmerica 10K event during the morning of 
Saturday, April 25. 


Club members manned.a base station, five rest 
stops, and provided two sweep vehicles. The event 
Started and ended at the Winchester Medical 
Center. 


Those SVARC members who participated were : 
Ed/N4EDN, Bo/KE4SQZ, Don/KU4KN, Brent/ 
KE4SRD, Tom/KF4TNX, Romie/KF4NDM, 


Dave/N4DAW, Ronnie/KF4NDL and Allyson/ : ae 


iene 1998 


2 KF4N QR. Ronnie and Allyson’s two daughters Charles County Sheriff’s Department for the March 
also helped. Thanks to all who helped make this a of Dimes 6-mile walkathon in Waldorf. With Ric, 


successful OE ae Phe ee KK4GYV, leading the way, the following members 
Breen | : participated: Jennifer, N3MDS; Ken, KA3POX; 
73 until next Press Time George, KA3KIF; Steve, N3ZBJ;, Greg, N3MPR; 


a pei ouy, Avey WAINT © ©: Jack, N3MPS; Kenneth, KB3BXT. 


We will be looking forward to all the upcoming 
Southern volunteer events to come and we encourage others 
| lved in their community activities. 
) Ma land to get invo y 
nay et Padi At the April meeting, SMARC members enjoyed 
1 eur adlo a presentation on the Lojack car theft prevention 


é are ) Club : system, thanks to our Activities Manager Frank, 
Meetings: mn 4 Friday of each month at 1930 N30CW. Frank is planning a Skywarn presentation 
‘ET at the PG County Police; Clinton Station, for our June meeting, and is actively working plans 

6707 Groveton Drive, Clinton, Maryland. for Field Day. 

Nets: Tuesday at 2000 on 147.15+ Repeater; 


‘Wednesday © at 2000 on 1.865 (+/-QRM); SMARC welcomes our newest two members, 
‘Thursday at 2000 on 28.447 USB. Marty and Cathy Nash, N3KXE and N3UOL, of 
‘Repeater:-  WA3YUV/R ——-147.15+, Waldorf. 

Brandywine, Md. PL 114.8, Autopatch to 911. i sb 
‘Mailing Address: P.O. Box 273, Cheltenham, Until next month, 73, Kenney KB3BXT, 
Md. 30623 SMARC PIO 
Information: Vic (WA3YUYV) & Linda 
(KA3VNI), (301) 888-1388. 

Internet: http://www.iscanit.com/smarc 
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¢  % Sterling Park 
FRC Amateur Radio 
eae uer i Club 


Meetings: 8:00 P.M. - Third Monday of the 
month except July and August at Sterling 
Community Center Annex, Church Rd. (Rt. 
625) near Route 28, Sterling, VA. 

Mailing: Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167. | 
Information: Bill Lorentz, KS4II, 703-444- | 
6341 or viaemail KS4M1@AOL.com. 


‘SMARC would like to think all the members 
who volunteered for the Christmas In April 
program on April 25, a date to be remembered by 
SMARC and the Christmas In April workers. It 
was a big success with 103 homes repaired. With 
George, KA3KIF, coordinating the 
communications support, and Joey, N3EQL as Net 
Control Station, the following members of 
SMARC and other area clubs participated: Lester, 3 
N3NCH; Tom, N3BXW; Greg, N3MPR; Jack, Sixteen club members attended the April 
N3MPS; Chuck, N30DK; Jim, KD3JA; Kenneth, SPARC meeting. The club logo shirts arrived and 
KB3BXT, Al, W2GJS; Dave, N3LYK; Tony, seemed to be a big hit, We will take names for a 
N3JWT: Roy, K3UBIL: Pat, N3EQJ; Allen, second order for anyone who missed out on the 
KA3ZPA; and Robert, NZOMC. first one. 


PARIS GIES ATL TEA LIONS 


To end the weekend on a Good Samaritannote, | James Chappell, KQ4NR and Floyd Martin, 
SMARC members once again showed the W4RW attended the Naval Transmitting in 
ae volunteer spirit to the community by providing Annapolis, MD for the tour sponsored by the Anne 
hee _ checkpoint ¢ communications along: with is Arundel Radio Club. They said the tour was terrific 
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and if it is offered again before the station is 
dismantled well worth taking. 


Ed Lockhart, K4GEL shared his experience 
with electronic kits and kit building with the club. 
Ed presented some background on some of the 
early kit companies and showed us several of the 
kits that he has assembled over the years along with 
some QSL cards that confirm contacts made using 
the kit radios. His latest project was an Inductance/ 
Capacitance meter kit that would be a great addition 
to anybody’s shack. 


Club officer elections will be held in June. We 
are looking for a few good Hams to serve as 
president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer. 
Please step up and try serving one year as a club 
officer! 


73, Bill, KS40 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
normally meets the last Monday of each 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of 


the Prince George’s County Emergency 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- 


in on 147.18. 
Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- | 
1022 for all correspondence. 
Web Page: HTTP://WWW.T-MARC.ORG. 
E-mail: TMARC @T-MARC.ORG 
Information: President - Owen Wormser 
_.K6LEW (703)684-7682 CC Chairman - Bill 
| Conaway W8HNT, Pager (703)741-4251. 
| Ombudsman - Jim Erickson K3LFO (410)549- 
1041, K3LFO@APEXGRP.COM. 


_DUAL-BAND MOBILE REPEATERS 


- Using the cross-band repeat feature on your 
dual-band VHF/UHF mobile radios can be very 
nage By msing your UHF hand-held aes with 
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your mobile repeater, you can access distant 
repeaters froma hamfest or public- “Service activity. 


But, there are some FCC Rules that you must 
consider when doing this, because your mobile 
repeater IS A REAL REPEATER! In fact, it is 
actually two repeaters. It repeats your H-T signals | 
from UHF to 2 Meters, AND it repeats other 
stations from 2 Meters, back to you on UHF. 
Therefore, it must follow all of the Rules ‘that, 
pertain to repeaters. This means that all receiving 
and transmitting frequencies must be within the 
repeater sub-bands. It also means ‘that BOTH 
transmitters (2 Meter AND UHBF). must-be 
identified. The 2 Meter side is taken care.of when} 
you ID on your ‘UHF H-T while being repeated 
from UHF to 2Meters. But, it does not take care: 
of the requirement that your mobile UHF 
transmitter be ID’ed when it is repeating other 
signals back to you. So, if your UHF repeater 
output is not properly identified, it’s illegal! There 
are technical ways to take care of this poe 
which are beyond the scope of this s column.” 

When considering operating frequencies, on 2 
Meters you will probably set the radio up on your. 
favorite repeater. But on UHF, please don’t just 
spin the dial and take “pot luck”, or just plop down 
on what may appear to be an “empty” frequency! 
It may not be empty! The band plan has set aside. 
frequencies for exactly this type of operation. These. 
are called the “Shared Non-Protected”’ (SNP) 
frequencies, and on UHF are 442.875-in/447.875- 
out or 447.900-in/442.900-out. We encourage you 
to use either of these repeater frequency pairs, or 
just one of these frequencies i in the simplex mode, 


Bill, W8HNT, our frequency coordinator, has 
been very busy this month. The Mount Vernon 
ARC’s 146.655 repeater has been re- -coordinated 
to a new site in Alexandria, the AMRAD. 147. 21 
machine was re-coordinated to a new, temporary, 
site in Vienna, after being re-built by WBSMMB, 
and we understand that the NVMFA’s 146.91 


. machine is back on after being re-built. New UHF 


link frequencies have been coordinated for the 
Network Engineers’ UHF ey Stet 3 and anew UHF 


Te 
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control frequency fe KF4MQF’s 146.775 
machine. A new 145.11 repeater (with CTCSS on 
the input) has been coordinated at Crisfield on the 
south eastern ‘shore of Mad. to N3RKT, and a new 
449, 425 machine to Boy Scout Post 828 at Towson, 
north of Baltimore. Finally, T goofed last month 
and, listed the wrong frequency for N30UT’s new 
repeater at Port Deposit, northeast of Baltimore. I 
should have listed it as 3 224. 52, NOT 224.18. Sorry, 
Charlie! ae 


rs ak Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 


. Woodbridge 
. Wireless, 
‘Inc. 


_Meetings; Second Tuesday of each month at 

_-Springwoods and Chaucer, Lake Ridge, VA. 

_.Net;. Monday nights at 2000 on 147.24 with 

224.78 link. | 

Packet: N4SR 145. 63 (DX packet cluster) 

- Luncheon: Every Friday at noon. Check-in 

on 147.24 for location. 

Repeaters: WB4FOQR 147.24 (+), WB4FQR 

224 78. (2), -WB4FQR 444.90 (+), N4LJZ 

144. 99 simplex PL- 100 HZ 

Mailing: PO Box 112,Woodbridge, VA 22194 
_ Information: Bob Graham, K4RG, 703/878- 
Web Page: http://www.pweweb.com/wwi/ 


Woodbridge Wireless Tech license Class has 
concluded with 22 of the 28 students completing 
the course, our lowest drop out rate ever. The 
testing results were not available at press time, but 
one graduate took the test early and passed with 
flying colors. Thanks to Bob K4RG, Carl 
WB4ZNH, Bob KR4KF, John KT4AD, Ed K5OF, 
Jim WD4AIR, ‘Denis W4DC, and the Montclair 
pire Station for the si success of ris class. 


Lae er a 


Ww wr S Support of high school and collegiate 


eae races on the Occoquan River have also 
concluded ‘with great support provided by Carl 


‘June i908 
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KB2ECN, Burl KCSTLC, Acne w4DC, eo 
KQ4CR, Dale WA2IKI, and Bruce KF4NYY. 


On April 25, 1998, Woodbridee Wireless (along 
with OVH and many other hams) participated i in a. 
Northern Virginia EMS Council sponsored amass 
casualty drill at the Nissan Pavilion in Prince 
William County. The drill was designed to provide 
training for all responders in the Northern Virginia. 
EMS district in a mutual aid, multi-jurisdictional. 
intense mass casualty situation.. The Woodbridge. 
Wireless communications bus was used as the net 
control/comms center for the event, and was quite 
an asset and an essential tool for extended 
operations. Woodbridge | Wireless members also. 
manned Potomac Hospital, and. ‘the’ “County 
communications building. Thanks to AA4SI Ray, 
K4JK John, KSOF Ed, K5VG John, K8MLM Bob, 
KA4UST Joe, KB8TNU Chip, KCSTLC Burl, 
KD4KBT Ed, KF4NYY Bruce, KF4WZA 
Margaret, KR4KF Bob, KT4AD° John, “N4DXS, 
Steve, W4AD Jack, W4CE Cliff, W4DAV Dave,: 
W4NF John, “WAODY] Stu, _WAZ2IKI Dale, and. 
WB4ETY Dean. Well done! ; 


Field Day planning is continuing. Woodbridge 
Wireless field day preparations actually, begin. 
Friday, 26 June, at noon with lunch at HOOTERS.: 
After 2pm, antennas will start going up. Friday, 
night after the antennas are up, we will have a pizza. 
party followed by the Hoadly Toadly ceremony ati 
9pm. A training class is scheduled for Saturday, 
morning before the start of the exercise. ‘Saturday. 
night will be the traditional pot luck dinner.. A 
midnight snack (hotdogs and chil) provided. ‘by! 
the club will keep everything lively. in the tents: 
into the wee hours. Breakfast will be served at 
first light Sunday morning. After tear- down and 
clean-up the raffle drawing will be held. Check; 
the WIRELOOSE for details. moet: eR de Waly. 


Reminder - all submissions for x, 


are due no later than” 
the Ist of the month prior’ to the: 
“month of: publication!» 
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Saree ELECTRONICS ~ 


H | OF MARYLAND . 
| - 6524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


307-238-7274" 
It as Hamfest Pua precni as 


Will you buy used gear from some 
ouy at a hamfest, take it home, | 
and find 


It Doesn't Work? 


| We've been here for 20 years! | 

| GannG ELECTRONICS offers a 14 day _ 

| GUARANTEE 

| on all used gear sold at a hamfest or at our store. 

| (as-is gear excepted) | 
| if you find our gear does not meet specifications, bring it hack; ms 
| iin the same condition as purchased, and get it repaired ora _ 


FULL REFUND! 


i 
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WE BUY 
Used Electronic Equipment of All Kinds. 


Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. Beas | 
Test Equipment, Too! | | 


MONDAY, TESA Y S& WEDNESDAY 
10:00 AM TO S:00PM~ » 
AND BY APPOINTMENT 


VISA and MasterCard Accepted — 


Degg tty 


Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equip- 


| ment is available to subscribers of Auto-Call at the rate of 
5 cents per word with a $2.00 minimum. Commercial 
vendors and non-subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with 
a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads 
will be charged at the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a FAR club 
will be published without cost. 


| Your full name and address must be provided with each 
ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over 


FOR SALE: Numerous manuals for sale/trade. 
Conar, Allied/Knight, Lafayette, EICO, Paco, 
Precision, Hallicrafters, Howard, Hammarlund, 
Millen, National, WRL/Globe, Harvey-Wells, 
RCA, Heathkit, Johnson Viking, Ameco, Gonset, 
RME, B&W, Drake, Regency, Davco, Pierson, 
McMurdo Silver, Archer/Realistic, Polycomm, 
Morrow, Mosley, Multi-Elmac, B&K, Subraco, 
Babcock, Clegg, Swan, Utica, Echophone and 
many others. Also many magazines and catalogs. 
SASE. N14Q, P.O. Box 690098, Orlando, FL 
32869-0098. (407) 351-5536 or e-mail 
ni4q @juno.com. [06/98] 


FOR SALE: Kenwood SSB transceiver TS-820S 
with mike; 7 YG-88C CW filter. Unit is in mint 
condition. Also the companion antenna tuner AT- 
200. Both units like new, $650.00 for both or will 
sell separately. MFJ Versa Tuner III, 1.5 kilowatt 
antenna tuner model MFJ-962C. Has twin needle 
_ meter for power and SWR, 3 coax PL259 conn; 
for 3 different antenna; direct and thru tuner; bal 
line & coax bypass for dummy load. Lighted meter. 
- Mint condition, $200.00. Yaesu FT-811 70CM. 
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the telephone and all ads must be prepaid. Ads that will be 
running for longer than 1 month must be accompanied by 
a letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. Since no 
effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can 
be implied. Copy MUST be received by the Ist day of the 
month prior to the month of publication.Send all commer- 
cial and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


Head set with boom mike and earphone MH- 
19A2B; charger NC-28B. Soft case with new 
battery, all for $200.00. Mint condition. John King, 
(540) 364-2337. [06/98] 


FOR SALE: 3 Viking-2 transmitters, $75 each. 2 
Johnson-Viking VFO-model 122, $50 each. 2 
manuals for above, $15 each. (These were winter 
projects that never were done). 1 SX28 and manual, 
$75. 1 2-meter handheld, Alinco DJ-160, spare 
battery and charger and manual, $125. | code 
improvement course 10 wpm to 20 wpm and 2 
cassettes, $10. Call K4BXZ, Bob Slaughter, (703) 
281-3305. [07/98] 


FOR SALE: Yaesu FI-736 144/430 Mhz with 
optional 50 MHz and keyer modules (operates only 
on 220 vac and 12 vdc, otherwise nice - includes 
220/110 xfmr and 2M and 70cm cubicle quads) 
$1000 RF Concepts 2-317 2M amp 30W in/170W 
out with preamp $175. JiM M-100 preamp for 
handheld xcvr $65. Sig, « NV7AA, 
signer @erols.com, (202) 712-4085, home/fax 
(202) 467-00053. [06/98] 
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FOR SALE: Henry linear amplifier model 2004- 
A 440 MHz desk amp | KW pep has ATV mod 
used less then 1 hour $1000.00. Yaesu FT-690RII 
6 meter all mode portable has battery holder and 
10 watt linear amp, $350.00. J-Com Ventriloquist 
digital recorder new in box have 2 $80.00 each. 
Roy KO4LM (540) 898-0604 [07/98} 


FOR SALE:HE Station- Kenwood TS-430S 
Xceiver with hand mike, Kenwood PS-430 Power 
Supply, Kenwood AT-200 Antenna Tuner, all with 
manuals and factory boxes, $650.00. Contact Jay, 
K3SCM at (814) 623-5745 or e-mail k3scm 
@bedford.net. [06/98] | 


WANTED: (Tube Type) Hi-Fi Equipments, LP 
records, Call: 703-680-5902, Fax: 703-730-9841. 
[09/98] 


WANTED: Early pre-1980 microcomputers for 
museum collection. Also early microcomputer 
sales literature and magazines. KK4WW brie 
763-3311 or (540) 382-2935. [10/98] 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE 
WEEKLY BROADCAST: 


Listen to weekly amateur radio and related 
broadcasts professionally produced by The 
Amateur Radio Newsline, on the 146.88 
repeater each Friday at 7 PM. The broadcasts 
are downloaded directly off of the Internet to 
the repeater just hours after they become 


available. 


QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND 
DXCC CHECKED LOCALLY! 


QSLS FOR ARRL WAS AND DXCC AWARDS CAN BE 
CHECKED LOCALLY, USUALLY ON A WHILE-U- 
WAIT BASIS. CONTACT K3BEQ (301) 773-5730 FOR 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO 
DXCC AWARDS. SORRY, NO MAIL-INS. 

73 Murray (K3BEQ) mgreen@erols.com 
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~ ja, Norm's Rotor Service 
, 5263 Agro Drive 
Frederick, | 


“Rebuilt rotors for sale »* Parts (for US.- ; 
« We buy used US. rotors, control units for CASH | 


NORM JEWELER, WONRS 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE | 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members — 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For - 
information, write to Lee Knirko, WOMOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 


Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. [SWP] 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Barry 
Zimmerman, MAARC Membership Chair, 
5825 Woodwinds Circle, Frederick, MD 
21703-7579. (301) 696-5561. (swP). 


MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From — 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 
With $5.00 for S & H 
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The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNEC TORS AND COA? OAX” 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 


JWO SERVICES 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, W5SYI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 
Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 
Code Tapes-Code Keys-Oscillators-Instructor Guides-all class needs with one call! 
QST VIEWS CD ROMs (List $39.95) Only $37 each: 1990-1994; 1985-1989; 1980-1984; 
1975-1979; 1970-1974; 1965-1969; 1960-1964; 1950-1959; 1940-1949; 1930-1939 
QST CD ROMs (List $19.95) Only $18.50 each: 1995; 1996; and 1997. New ! CALLBOOK 
CD-ROM, Summer 1998! (List $49.95) Only $39.00. Latest Edition! QRZ, HAM RADIO! CD- 
ROM (List $29.95) Only $18.00. RF EXPOSURE AND YOU New! (List $15) 1-9, Only $13.95 
THE RADIO AMATEUR’S SATELLITE HANDBOOK New! (List $22) Only $20.25 1997 
ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) Only a few left! Only $24.00! 
1998 ARRL HANDBOOK, New! (List $32) 1-9, Only $29.50. Call for larger quantity discount. 
1998-1999 ARRL REPEATER DIRECTORY (List $8) Only $7.40; 10-up $6.95 each. 


On-Line Catalog: wwwjwoservices.com - E-Mail address: johnw3istigateway.com 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus actual shipping. J WO SERVICES 


John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
JWO SERVICES 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
Over 10 years of excellent service pe one aide Peon Sg 
around the world! | 


e also accept Novus 
& Discover cards! 
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Auto Call Production Policy Ne ot 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen @ aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @ aol.com 

Delphi - internet” johnqueen @ aol.com” 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @ aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen@aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen@aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 


envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will — 


be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 
Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 


from what was published from previous month. — 


The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 


rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- — 


tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 
will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


He 
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QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 


ee eee cere sane eres wert SS To Call: 
| Address: 
i City: State: Zip: 


‘ $31 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify 
for special rates, write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance 
for membership. 


j Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 
| Signature: Expires: 


<<< =< ee ee ee ee a oO 


Atlantic Division Director . . Roanoke Division Director 
Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League JohriKerode, NANM 


5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. Rt. 1,Box73-A 
Paoli, PA 19301 Boyoe, VA22620 
Phone: (610) 993-9623 Newington, CT. 06111 USA Phone: (540) 837-1340 
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LL Magazine Subscription Form 


Py: 
6 = 
EUR > 


Please enter my subscription to Auto-Call: | | New Fa Renewal | leit 


For Ei year Eup years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied to your subscription). 


Sheps a ao OP oS re ems || ps 
Address: 
CH seo HUNECE Aant Ae eign ee >a ey aes Se LTO: Zip: 
Make check payable to the Foundation P.O. Box 7612 
For Amateur Radio and mail form to: al Sie ae ae 
or Amateur Radio an i : Ronee 
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